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Instagram. Snapchat. Twitter. LinkedIn. Tumblr. Facebook. 
I am no fan of social media. 
My Facebook page only sees 
moderately more attention 
than my garden, and seeing as 
my “garden” is a single Venus 
flytrap—dead, mind you—it’s 
not hard to disinterestedly paint 
a picture of my usage. That said, 
I have an account on all of the 
aforementioned sites.
My lack of activity on 
Facebook (though this can 
apply to all sites) isn’t due to 
some self-imposed narcissistic 
exile resulting from a dearth of 
notifications, but rather because 
of the exact reason all of these 
“social” media sites exist: I enjoy 
interacting with those in my 
social circles. 
As one may infer, my idea of 
“interacting” consists chiefly of 
the “physically present” variety. 
Given the choice between the 
two, one can only hope that I’m 
not unique in this thinking. I 
simply don’t see the point of 
devoting untold hours, whether 
by constant browsing or billions 
of quick check-ins, to quasi-
hanging out virtually. Yes, I’ll pop 
on Facebook a few times a week 
and like, comment, and such on 
whatever’s relevant at the time, 
but it’s definitely not a regular 
occurrence. I’m on Facebook 
when I’ve absolutely nothing to 
do or there’s an event I should be 
aware of.   
Why be on these sites then? 
Why bother having several 
accounts if I’m barely going to 
acknowledge their existence? 
My mother, a wise woman, has 
always said, “Be informed if not 
interested,” and it’s a saying I’ve 
always taken to heart. No, I really 
don’t care if someone tweets 
#greatesttweetever, nor does it 
really matter to me if someone 
managed to get over 400 likes on 
their Instagram photo. However, 
if I do want to find out, I can. For 
the most part, checking in those 
few times a week allows me to 
stay on top of whatever’s relevant. 
But what if people message 
me on said sites? What if there’s 
a photo that needs my approval 
to be posted? I’ll respond. I’ll 
approve or disapprove. It just may 
not be immediate. Life is busy 
enough as is without having to 
worry about whatever’s going on 
in cyberspace. Those precious 
blocks of free time that we have 
aren’t to be squirreled away on 
frivolous searches as to how your 
ex is doing. There’s so many 
better things to be doing with 
your time.
But what if there’s an event 
to plan or go to? What if it’s soon? 
If it’s that important, someone 
can text. Or call. Or even see 
me in person. I don’t view social 
media as a primary source of 
communication. No one should. 
That’s what phones are for—and 
they’re annoying enough as is. 
And even phones, as a 
friend once noted, are incredibly 
invasive. Iphones allow you to see 
when someone has received and 
read your text. There could be 
any number of reasons you don’t 
respond right away: on a short 
break at work, didn’t actually 
read it and just accidentally 
opened the message, want a 
moment to think, or just don’t 
want to. A text, by nature, is a 
casual form of communication. 
It lacks the professionalism of 
an email and the personality 
of a phone call. However, most 
emails don’t inform you when 
they’ve been opened and it’s no 
great crime to intentionally miss 
(whether they know it or not) 
someone’s phone call. 
End side rant.
I must confess to having 
been a rabid fan. Lately though, I 
have come to muse on how much 
time is actually whittled away in 
the process, and have come to be 
wary of it, lest actual socializing 
be forgotten.
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On the day before Remembrance Day, the 
Globe and Mail released an 
investigation that had been 
in the works for months with 
the Canadian Armed Forces. 
The investigation, known as 
“The Unremembered,” released 
disturbing statistics of the 
number of soldiers and veterans 
who had taken their own lives 
after serving in Afghanistan. The 
numbers show that Canada isn’t 
just losing troops overseas, but 
losing them here at home too. 
Since the beginning of 
the 13-year NATO-led Afghan 
mission, 54 military personnel 
and veterans have committed 
suicide, according to the statistics 
released by The Globe and Mail. 
The number of suicides since 
the beginning of the mission 
in Afghanistan number more 
than one-third of the number 
of Canadian troops who were 
killed in action during the 
conflict itself. It’s a sad reality, 
yet it seems those returning 
from deployment face a war on 
Canadian soil almost as deadly 
as the one they faced overseas.
National Defence Minister 
Harjit Sajjan has responded to the 
investigation by issuing an order 
to Canada’s top military leader to 
make suicide prevention a major 
priority within the Armed Forces. 
The investigation has also shown 
that the number of suicides 
has increased over the past year 
amongst returning veterans as 
well, as 14 suicides were recorded 
since the beginning of 2014.
Another startling statistic 
reported in the investigation 
is that out of the 158 soldiers 
who died during Canada’s 
Afghan mission, 6 took their 
own lives. Sajjan said, in a 
statement following the release: 
“Throughout my career, I have 
seen first-hand the demands 
of military service, and the 
sometimes enormous impact it 
can have on members and their 
families. This is particularly 
relevant given our long combat 
mission in Afghanistan.” Sajjan 
is also an Afghanistan veteran 
with three tours of duty.
The military, who is 
responsible for ensuring health 
care is delivered to soldiers, 
already has a suicide prevention 
plan in place, but with the 
recent statistics, it is evident 
that steps need to be taken to 
provide sufficient help to veterans 
suffering with both physical 
issues and mental health issues, 
such as PTSD or any deployment 
related struggles. All are 
contributing factors to the suicide 
rates for returning soldiers.
“The military will spend 
a fortune to train a soldier to 
go to war. They need to spend 
that same amount of money to 
repair that soldier when they 
come back,” said military veteran 
Darrell McMullin to the Globe 
and Mail in an interview after 
the investigation was released.
Although the information 
released by the Canadian armed 
forces and the investigation by 
the Globe and Mail has upset 
many, Canadians remain hopeful 
that with the newly-appointed 
National Defence minister’s 
background and understanding, 
the next necessary step to 
prevention will be taken.
No plan has been released 
regarding a plan of action in 
suicide prevention for soldiers, 
but Minister Sajjan has expressed 
in many press releases that he is 
committed to this issue, making 
it a priority, and he is determined 
to “identify a way forward.”
National Defence Minister orders 
suicide prevention as a priority 
for soldiers and veterans
 “In a sense, these are our forgotten casualties.”
Olivia Levesque
The Argus (Lakehead University)
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On November 27, three were killed and nine 
were injured after Robert 
Lewis Dear, 59, laid siege with 
a gun to a Colorado Planned 
Parenthood clinic for five hours.
Dear surrendered 
after officers took a hold 
of the building.
Amongst the deceased 
was Garrett Swasey, a police 
officer who responded to 
the standoff. The two other 
victims, who have not yet been 
identified, were civilians. 
However, the actions of the 
police officers who managed to 
enter the building resulted in 
the lives of many being saved. 
Most were able to escape the 
building, and those who couldn’t 
remained unharmed by locking 
themselves in several rooms.
Dear had also reportedly 
placed improvised explosives 
around the building, although 
none of them had detonated.
According to a 
neighbour, Dear lived in 
relative seclusion with no 
electricity or running water.
“You can tell his personality 
is just off. The way he looked at 
you, the way he talked, he just 
seemed off,” said his neighbour, 
James Russell, to CBC.
Russell explained that Dear 
often spoke erratically and had 
a difficult time keeping to one 
topic. However, two topics that 
had never been mentioned 
by Dear were religion and 
abortion. For the time being, 
there have not been any reliable 
sources to suggest a motive or 
reason behind Dear’s attack.
“We don’t have any 
information on this individual’s 
mentality, or his ideas or 
ideology,” stated Colorado 
Springs police Lt. Catherine 
Buckley, as covered by CBC.
In a national address, 
Barack Obama said: “We don’t 
yet know what this particular 
gunman’s so-called motive 
was for shooting 12 people, 
or for terrorizing an entire 
community, when he opened 
fire with an assault weapon 
and took hostages at a Planned 
Parenthood center in Colorado.”
Obama once again brought 
forth the issue of gun control, 
saying that it was urgent to 
enforce stricter gun-control 
so that such attacks do not 
become normalized.
In the aftermath of the 
attack, many took to Twitter 
under the presumption that the 
attack was a terrorist attack in the 
name of the pro-life movement.
Laci Green, an American 
sex educator and activist, 
tweeted: “Livid and devastated 
about the Planned Parenthood 
shooting. I’m sick to my 
stomach that we continue to 
arm misogynists with guns.”
Three other Planned 
Parenthood clinics have been 
vandalized since September, and 
there has been multiple incidents 
at other clinics over the past year, 
including one invasion and one 
arson, as reported by CNN. 
Despite the crimes 
committed against Planned 
Parenthood, there will 
reportedly be no drawback 
on its provision of services.
 Suspect in custody, motives remain unclear
Attack at Planned Parenthood 
clinic leaves three dead
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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Canada hasn’t been able to meet climate targets 
since 2005, but that may soon 
change under the new federal 
government, with the help of 
Canada’s premiers.
Ten years have passed, 
and PM Justin Trudeau is now 
in charge. He has adopted the 
goal of a 30 per cent decrease 
in emissions by 2030, and the 
Liberal government still has a 
long way to go to meet it.
With the Paris-hosted UN 
climate change conference, 
COP21, rapidly approaching, 
Trudeau is determined to find 
his country’s stance on such 
an important topic. Last week, 
provincial, territorial, and federal 
leaders converged in Ottawa to 
get a conversation going about 
how to deal with the effects of 
climate change on our nation as 
a whole. 
With multiple voices chiming 
in, one that stood out to many 
was Saskatchewan’s Premier Brad 
Wall, who voiced his concerns to 
the press pertaining to the tens 
of thousands of employees who 
recently lost their jobs in the 
energy sector. 
“As we prepare for Paris and 
to present a constructive and 
national front to the world, we 
need to be mindful of that fact, 
we need to work hard to ensure 
that we’re doing no further harm 
to an industry that’s facing great 
difficulty,” he said to on-looking 
press, CBC reported. “I don’t 
think those things are necessarily 
mutually exclusive.”
Premiers from across the 
country, along with Wall, are 
supporting Trudeau’s initiative 
to have provinces and territories 
formulate individual plans to 
solve such a huge dilemma. 
With such a wide collection 
of individuals living in diverse 
environments across Canada, 
it’s understandable that one 
mould can’t fit the entire nation. 
Nonetheless, a general consensus 
on common climate goals is 
necessary. 
Though no specifics 
were hashed out, Trudeau 
promises a plan within 90 
days post-Paris. Meanwhile, 
climate change awareness is 
revolutionizing Canada into a 
more environmentally-positive 
nation. While Alberta has 
recently implemented a carbon 
tax of $30 per tonne on carbon 
emissions, matching BC’s, 
Ontario and Québec have already 
agreed to a cap-and-trade system 
with California in order to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.
According to CBC: “Justin 
Trudeau says he’s heading into 
the much-anticipated climate 
change talks in Paris next week 
with a “Canadian approach” 
to climate change, one that 
recognizes the work the provinces 
have already done.”
“It is clear that the way 
forward for Canada will be in a 
solution that resembles Canada, 
that is shared values and shared 
desires for outcomes and different 
approaches to achieve those 
outcomes right across this great 
country.”
 Canada’s premiers discuss climate change with Trudeau before Paris conference
Canada’s climate change consolidation
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
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UBC is in hot water in regard to the sexual harassment 
complaints that have been 
hidden and quieted by its 
administration for nearly two 
years. The stories of six women 
who had been sexually assaulted 
over a year ago have recently 
painted dark clouds above the 
Vancouver university. 
The events were recounted 
in an investigation by The Fifth 
Estate, with incidents ranging 
from aggressive inappropriate 
touching to sexual assault. The 
confessions began trickling in 
one by one, and soon the victims 
connected the dots and realized 
they were abused by the same 
“predator,” Dmitry Mordvinov, a 
28-year old PhD student enrolled 
in the history department at 
Green College. 
When they asked UBC to 
deal with their complaints, the 
institution said they would 
investigate but simply suggested 
that unless they would want 
to deal with a lawsuit, then a 
face-to-face confrontation with 
the accused would be the best 
solution.
 In each incident, Mordvinov 
allegedly attempted to make 
amends with the women, and, at 
times, tried to make sense of it 
all. In most cases, he apologized 
for his actions, but he tried to 
defend himself by saying that “an 
invitation to someone’s place is 
usually meant for sex.” Mordvinov 
offered to donate to a women’s 
organization of the victim’s 
choice in order to “make worth of 
the pain felt.” 
Unsurprisingly, the women 
rejected the offer, and, having 
been previously told to keep quiet 
by UBC’s Equity Inclusion Office, 
brought the string of assaults 
to public attention. Although 
Mordvinov has been recently 
expelled from the university, the 
victims are seeking to prevent any 
further instances in the future.
“The women are launching 
a complaint with the BC Human 
Rights Tribunal over sexual 
misconduct on campus over the 
past 20 years,” explained Tanya 
Beja, a CBC reporter.
According to the Huffington 
Post: “Interim president and vice-
chancellor Martha Piper issued 
a statement apologizing to any 
women who felt let down by the 
university’s system for reporting 
sexual harassment. She pledged 
the school would launch an 
independent investigation into 
the matter.”
Caitlin Cunningham, one of 
the victims, said that the apology 
was a figurative representation of 
the overall problem.
“I felt that everyone I spoke 
to really cared, and everybody 
said, ‘We want to do the right 
thing here,’” Cunningham said 
during a news conference.
“And what’s been really, 
really troubling and really 
difficult and really disappointing 
is that I trusted and I believed 
that, and then it took them a year 
and a half to follow through.’’
 Sexual assault complaints taken to BC Human Rights Tribunal against UBC
Victims take action against UBC’s 
broken and flawed system 
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
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Caitlin Cunningham 
and Glynnis Kirchmeier
issue 13 // volume 42 news // no. 5
The BC Transportation Ministry made the 
announcement on November 27 
that the opening of the Evergreen 
Line will be delayed until early 
2017, a few months after its 
anticipated opening in fall 2016.
The main reason behind 
the delays is the difficult tunnel 
underneath Clarke Road and 
Seaward Drive. The tunnel boring 
machine remained idle for several 
months due to an inability to 
stop water and sand from getting 
caught up in the machine’s head. 
After months of delays, the 
machine emerged from the other 
side of the new tunnel on the 
same day of the announcement.
“There’s no blame here, 
as the soil and groundwater 
conditions aren’t the fault of the 
engineers or the international 
team that runs the TBM,” said 
Port Moody Mayor Mike Clay 
to Tri-City News. “I believe that 
they did everything they could 
to complete this phase of the 
project as quickly as possible. 
And I’m certainly glad it’s 
done, as the rest of the project 
contains much less uncertainty.”
However, this has not 
been the only problem faced 
during the construction of 
the new line. Four sinkholes 
were previously found above 
the tunnel, and the Como 
Lake guideway experiencing 
some unexpected shifting. 
John Doyle, the then-
auditor general, criticized 
the BC government in 
2013 for not thoroughly 
assessing the potential risks 
during construction.
Despite delays in some 
areas, other parts of the line 
are approaching completion. 
Evergreen stations are 
currently between 80–90 per 
cent complete, according 
to the Vancouver Sun. 
Outside of the line itself, 
areas surrounding the new 
stations have been experiencing a 
boom in high-rise construction.
However, Burnaby and the 
Tri-Cities are not the only areas 
of the Lower Mainland receiving 
new transit infrastructure. 
Surrey and Langley have 
started on the beginning of a 
seven-year planning phase that 
will eventually evolve into a light-
rail train line that will connect 
the two cities. This phase will 
involve plotting where the train 
stops will be. The locations of 
the stops are expected to be 
announced early on in 2016. 
The expected $2.7-million 
costs of the light-rail project 
will be split evenly three ways 
between the federal, provincial, 
and municipal governments.
Surrey’s new Liberal MPs 
have been working closely with 
the light-rail project, even before 
their election. Randeep Sarai, one 
of many Surrey Liberal MPs, told 
Business Vancouver: “We all sat 
down and had a meeting with the 
mayor, and I think we all want 
the same thing. We have been 
waiting long enough, and now 
is the time to start moving this 
project to the next phase so we 
can help this community grow.”
The delays in SkyTrain and the beginnings of light rail
 Evergreen not to open until 2017, Surrey begins picking light-rail stops
In the past week, there have been several updates 
regarding Canada’s intake 
of Syrian refugees.
The first came on November 
22, two days prior to an official 
address from Ottawa, regarding 
who would be prioritized 
amongst the refugees that 
would be coming to Canada.
Priority on the arriving 
refugees will be placed on 
children, families, single 
women, and those who fall 
under the LGBTQ spectrum.
On November 24, the 
Liberal government released 
an update on the plan. They 
confirmed the previous reports 
on which demographics would 
be prioritized, but they also 
announced that they would 
not be meeting their original 
goal to accept 25,000 refugees 
by the end of the year—but 
rather, by the end of March.
“We need to make sure it’s 
done right,” Trudeau said to CBC. 
“The question that we’ve always 
had at the front of our mind as we 
were moving forward is ensuring 
that these 25,000 refugees have 
as successful a path as possible.”
So what are the specific 
details on the process that 
will bring 25,000 new 
people to Canada? 
The first step involves 
identifying those who would 
benefit the most from resettling 
in Canada. The federal 
government has been working 
closely with the United Nations 
to best identify Syria’s most 
vulnerable. These refugees are 
then asked if they would be 
interested in moving to Canada.
From there, the eligible 
refugees are screened for 
health and safety purposes. 
Health screenings will check 
for communicable diseases, 
while security screenings will 
include biometrics and fact 
checking with several agencies. 
If the applicant passes these 
screenings, they will be offered 
a permanent resident visa.
The third step will be 
transporting the refugees to 
Canada, while the fourth will 
involve the immediate reception 
of the refugees. They will arrive 
in either Toronto or Montreal, 
where they will go through a 
secondary screening to confirm 
the information obtained 
through the original screening. 
If everything checks out, they 
will be moved to different 
communities across the country.
The final step involves 
helping the new residents settle 
and integrate into Canadian 
life. They may qualify for up to 
a year of government support 
while looking for work and 
registering children for school.
The total costs of the 
plan will cost between 
$533–642 million.
There is a divide to split 
the costs of the plan, and 15,000 
refugees will be sponsored by 
the government, while 10, 000 
will be privately sponsored. 
Trudeau expressed 
confidence in the plan, seeming 
optimistic that the refugees will 
contribute to a better Canada.
“This is not just about 
welcoming 25,000 Syrian 
refugees, this is about welcoming 
25,000 new Canadians.”
 Ten thousand Syrian refugees to arrive by end of year, 15,000 more by March
A slowed refugee process with a focus on women and families
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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New Westminster heritage homes at risk
Maureen Arvanitidis is on a mission to save 
New Westminster’s heritage 
homes, along with The 
New Westminster Heritage 
Preservation Society, where 
Arvanitidis sits as president.
Arvanitidis and her society 
have been raising awareness in 
the Queens Park community for 
the last year-and-a-half about 
the increasing risks of developers 
moving into the neighbourhood 
at expense of the heritage homes.
“The feedback that we have 
received from the community is, 
we want [the heritage] retained, 
we don’t want new ugly buildings, 
particularly if they’re encroaching 
on other heritage properties,” 
said Arvanitidis to CBC.
While the New Westminster 
Heritage Preservation Society 
has been working hard for the 
cause, several New Westminster 
residents have gone to speak 
to the city individually.
The city suggested to 
Arvanitidis, the society, and 
others that they all collaborate 
to create a committee 
with the specific goal of 
opposing the developers.
The city hosted an event 
called “Speak up about Heritage” 
on November 21 and invited 
residents out to discuss strategies 
to best take care of the heritage 
homes. According to the New 
Westminster Record, those 
advocating for preservation 
contributed several strategies. 
One was to create a clear 
definition of neighbourhood 
character. The second strategy is 
creating a list of initiatives, both 
financial and non-financial, to 
encourage keeping the buildings, 
even if this involves some form 
of renovation or restoration. The 
third method is creating local 
regulations and policies that will 
work against those wishing to 
demolish heritage buildings. The 
last method involves spreading 
more information about these 
homes so that more residents 
are aware of their importance. 
Julie Schueck, who works in 
the city as the Heritage Planner, 
brings attention to already 
existing measures that could be 
used to protect the homes. New 
Westminster’s Formal Heritage 
Protection lists four ways that a 
heritage site may be preserved: 
through heritage designation, a 
heritage revitalization agreement, 
a heritage conservation area, or a 
heritage conservation covenant. 
Those who wish to heavily 
renovate or demolish homes that 
fall under these agreements will 
have to appeal to the Community 
Heritage Commission 
and the City Council.
“If we get enough favourable 
responses from our consultation 
... then we would like to be 
able to put these principles 
and strategies and actions in 
front of council next month,” 
Schueck said to CBC, regarding 
taking the feedback received 
at Speak up about Heritage 
to those in the city council.
In addition to preventing the 
demolition of existing heritage 
homes, those fighting to keep 
heritage also hope that new 
developers will consider the 
neighbourhood landscape when 
developing in New Westminster.
 Advocates fighting against demolition of homes near Queens Park
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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A recent study released by the BC Non-Profit Housing 
Association states the increasing 
difficulty of affordable rent in the 
Fraser Valley and Coquitlam. 
Although rent for Metro 
Vancouver is notoriously high all 
around the region, affordability 
for family units is particularly 
difficult. Tony Roy, CEO of the 
association, claimed that the 
study, compiled from updated 
information from the 2011 status, 
was the most comprehensive 
data gathered about rental 
housing in the province to date. 
Housing affordability is 
classified as 30 per cent or less 
of a renter’s income. The data 
suggests that three-quarters 
of all single mothers in the 
Coquitlam area spend more than 
30 per cent, with a full 47 per cent 
spending more than half of their 
income. The average cost of a 
two-bedroom suite in Coquitlam 
is $1,160, compared to $861 in 
Abbotsford, and $994 in Surrey. 
A full-time minimum wage 
job in BC pays $1,680 a month. 
Paying the rent on a two-bedroom 
house in Coquitlam—the space 
large enough for a two-person 
family unit—leaves the earner 
with just $520 to cover food, 
utilities, transit, and other 
necessities for the month.
The high prices are most 
likely to affect low-income 
residents, in addition to single 
mothers, seniors, youth, and 
Aboriginal people oftentimes fall 
into the housing unaffordability 
bracket. The study also revealed 
that nearly half of all renters 
in BC spend more than 30 per 
cent of income on housing—
with a full 24 per cent spending 
over half of their incomes.
Reasons for the 
unaffordability in the area 
include a lack of new housing 
and government subsidization, 
driving up the value of existing 
rental units. Another factor is 
the high turnover rate for both 
tenants and landlords, leading 
to lack of rent control, which 
often results in new landlords 
charging higher prices to new 
tenants. In particular, Coquitlam 
has had several housing units 
destroyed to clear way for rapid 
transit projects, explaining its 
specific highlight in the study. 
In a statement to the Globe 
and Mail, Roy explained: “Our 
figures are gross incomes, so if 
you are spending 30 per cent to 
40 per cent on taxes and another 
50 per cent on rent it doesn’t 
leave much to do anything in the 
economy. All you can do is keep 
a roof over your head and then 
visit the food bank a few times a 
month to try and make it through. 
And that’s what’s happening.” 
Rent income distribution levels 
found to be high in new study
 Coquitlam area particularly unaffordable for low-income families
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
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Gritty Marvel series shows its humanity
Nobody’s perfect
Jessica Jones is not about superheroes.
Although the protagonist, 
antagonist, and an important 
secondary character 
have superpowers, those 
superpowers only play a 
secondary role here. What 
differentiates Netflix’s Jessica 
Jones from the rest of the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe, and 
serves as its own contribution to 
it, is the show’s basic humanity, 
both positive and negative.
The characters mostly 
make that distinction possible. 
There is the alcoholic, appalling 
detective Jessica Jones (Krysten 
Ritter), who is recovering 
from past misfortunes; the 
sadistic and psychopathic 
Kilgrave (David Tennant), 
who lives only for himself 
at others’ often-twisted 
expense; and the supporting 
characters who bring their own 
imperfections to the story and 
contribute to the show’s gritty 
and gloomy atmosphere. 
The story itself helps to 
distinguish the show even 
more. In an effort to close a 
terrible chapter in her life, Jones 
attempts to prevent Kilgrave 
from continuing to wreak 
havoc on other people’s lives. 
This often goes disastrously. 
This is a story that doesn’t 
keep the gloves on as we see 
the kind of misery that Jones, 
those who support her, and 
innocent victims experience 
as a result of Kilgrave’s 
viciousness. It’s not just 
excessive, perverse gore that is 
the product of his viciousness, 
but perhaps more dangerously 
the mental effects that give 
despair to those aff licted.
While the previous Netflix 
series Daredevil introduced a 
more adult part of the MCU to 
us, Jessica Jones extends that 
adult aspect to arguably the 
farthest it can go. There is no 
restraint on sex, profanity, and 
violence here. Jones’ frequent 
resort to the bottle in order 
to deal with her problems is 
openly displayed. Moreover, 
the show deals with real-world, 
personal problems such as rape, 
PTSD, and other mental health 
issues, in what is probably a 
first for a superhero show.
Concerning the technical 
aspects, the regular use of 
lighting gives a somewhat 
sharper and sleeker appearance 
to the show compared to 
Daredevil ’s dimness. The 
scene transitions are a 
superb example. The music 
and visual effects help 
in keeping the realistic, 
detective tone of the series.
Overall, Jessica Jones’ MCU 
contributions are its morally 
f lawed story and characters. 
They are not businessmen or 
engineers like Tony Stark/
Iron Man or super-soldiers 
like Steve Rogers/Captain 
America who aim to make the 
world a better place. They are 
ordinary people who try to 
survive, even when they have 
superpowers. They are the 
type of f lawed individuals who 
viewers can relate to the most.
Stardom is scary, and that’s a fact. In this world of endless 
advertising that perforates every 
level of our lives, perhaps one 
of the oldest, most ethically 
questionable ideas invented is 
the mass-marketing of a person. 
In promoting a human being as 
an image of success, the media 
actively courts jealousy and 
obsession. Perfect Blue knows 
this and plunges unflinchingly 
into the darkest consequences 
of exploitative idolization.
Based on a novel by 
Yoshikazu Takeuchi, Perfect 
Blue tells the story of Mima 
Kirigoe, a pop singer who 
desperately wants to be taken 
seriously as a dramatic actress. 
Against the wishes of Rumi, 
her manager and ex-pop idol, 
Mima quits her musical group 
for a role on a TV crime drama. 
As she strays further from her 
good-girl image, pressured 
into doing more and more 
questionable things for success, 
her fans become outraged. 
One fan in particular follows 
her every move, obsessed with 
keeping her from changing. 
And then people start dying.
This might sound like the 
typical setup for a crazy stalker 
film, but that’s just what Studio 
Madhouse wants you to think. 
The focus remains solely on 
Mima herself and the budding 
identity crisis she undergoes. 
Her perception of reality 
becomes blurred as the TV 
drama she’s working on grows to 
reflect her confused self-image, 
and phantoms of her former 
success taunt her incessantly. 
Eventually, all of Mima’s 
identities are in conflict and she 
begins to experience déjà vu.
I get the sense that director 
Satoshi Kon is very interested 
in the concept of art imitating 
life. Much like his later film 
Paprika, Perfect Blue allows 
reality, fiction, and dreams 
to simultaneously create and 
control one another, like a 
bizarre triple yin-and-yang. 
These elements interact so 
gradually that only the most 
observant viewers will be 
able to separate the three on 
a first viewing. For example, 
it is almost impossible to tell 
whether the stalker is a real 
person, a figment of Mima’s 
imagination, or a character in 
the TV drama, even though 
he appears before any of this 
confusion takes place.
As a result, the film walks a 
delicate tightrope. Making this 
sort of confused psychodrama 
work is difficult because 
eventually the audience’s 
perception of reality grows so 
confused that they refuse to 
trust anything that’s shown 
to them as being real. The 
brilliance of the film is its 
conviction that Mima’s public, 
private, and stage identities 
are all equally real in a sense, 
because they all affect her 
personally. This makes the 
uncertainty compelling 
rather than off-putting.
I was immediately reminded 
of The Black Swan, another film 
about an artist undergoing an 
identity crisis with a surrealistic 
twist. That film’s director, 
Darren Aronofsky, admits to 
taking inspiration from Perfect 
Blue. With that in mind, one 
can spy many visual homages 
when viewing The Black 
Swan, such as the extensive 
use of mirrored imagery, or, 
more specifically, the scene 
with the living pictures.
Perfect Blue reminded me 
of something I’d lost track 
of after so many reviews. 
Directors like Satoshi Kon enjoy 
experimenting with imagistic 
storytelling, and the creativity 
that shines through their vision 
manages to inspire people 
from entirely different cultures 
living on separate continents.
 ‘Jessica Jones’ series review
 ‘Perfect Blue’ review
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
Idrian Burgos
Contributor
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William Shakespeare wrote “thou” instead of “you” for 
a good reason, and it wasn’t that 
he was trying to sound fancy. In 
present-day English, we can use 
“you” in any situation, formal or 
informal, but Elizabethans had 
two second-person pronouns to 
choose from: “thou” and “you.”
Despite sounding poetic 
today, “thou” was the informal 
pronoun, similar to “tu” in 
French, and “you” was the 
formal (and sometimes plural) 
pronoun, such as “vous.” 
“Thou” was used among 
equals, intimates, or towards 
subordinates, while “you” was 
used only towards superiors.
For example, an 
Elizabethan fellow might 
remark to his friend or child, 
“How art thou?” but to his 
father or the king, the fellow 
would say, out of respect, “How 
are you?” So when Shakespeare 
wrote, “Shall I compare thee to 
a summer’s day? Thou art more 
lovely and more temperate,” 
he was being intimate. To 
say “You are more lovely” 
would’ve sounded oddly stiff 
in Elizabethan times, yet it 
sounds much more natural than 
“thou” to modern ears. So what 
changed in English between 
now and Shakespeare’s day? 
What ever happened to “thou”?
Well, in the 17th century, 
English speakers—those of 
London, in particular—began 
to favour “you” over “thou” due 
to a few reasons. For one, the 
middle class was expanding in 
those days, and aspired to be 
prim and proper, so they used 
“you” quite often, in imitation 
of the genteel upper class. The 
growth of the middle class also 
made it hard to distinguish 
between the wealthy and the 
poor. To use “thou,” even by 
accident, towards someone of 
wealth would be disrespectful, 
so “you” was favoured over 
“thou,” just in case. On top of 
that, there was a movement 
towards equality occurring, 
so to be more fair some 
would only ever say “you.”
Many years later, as the 
language evolved, “thou” was 
still in use, but was clearly losing 
out in favour of “you.” Since 
the use of “thou” had become 
more rare, its use would create a 
special emphasis. At that time, 
to say “How art thou?” would 
be quite offensive because it 
implied that thou art inferior, 
and that the speaker is superior 
to thee. Naturally, people began 
using “thou” as an insult.
Here’s an exemplary 
quotation from Sir Edward Coke, 
who said this in court: “All that 
he did was at thy instigation, 
thou viper; for I thou thee, thou 
traitor.” With “thou” being used 
actively as an insult, it was no 
longer a term of intimacy at all, 
so it fell even further out of use. 
For those who’ve read 
Shakespeare or the King James 
version of the Bible, the usage 
of “thou” instead of “you” may 
have seemed arbitrary, but 
that’s far from the truth.
I hope that this morsel of 
knowledge will grant better 
understanding of English’s 
older, more nuanced form.
Why art thou archaic?
 The evolution of the word ‘thou’
Frankenstein is a title we’re all familiar with. It conjures 
images of pieced-together 
monsters and mad science, of 
dark nights and thunderstorms, 
of lightning and angry mobs. 
It’s the perfect monster story. 
Frankenstein crosses the lines 
of life and death, and forces a 
heavy examination of humanity. 
Needless to say, I walked into 
Victor Frankenstein expecting 
a story I had heard before. I 
did get a monster movie, but 
not the monster I expected.
Despite its name, Victor 
Frankenstein follows the story 
of his assistant, Igor (Daniel 
Radcliffe). We find Igor, at the 
time a nameless hunchback, 
working as a clown and 
occasional doctor for a large 
London-based circus. Abused 
by the people around him, he 
finds himself drawn to anatomy 
and biology, burying himself 
in any related books he can get 
his hands on. In short, Igor’s 
brilliance is being wasted 
beneath face paint and bruises.
Circumstances introduce 
us to Victor (James McAvoy), a 
member of the upper class who 
is also extremely intelligent, 
not to mention attractive. 
Intrigued by Igor, he takes 
him in as his assistant to help 
further his mysterious work, 
usually involving questionably 
acquired organs and lots 
of morally grey areas. 
This movie, while certainly 
not a complete retelling of the 
novel by Mary Shelley, wasn’t 
a terrible adaptation. It made 
some allowances and added 
some details, yet was still a 
monster movie at its core. In 
this case, however, the monster 
in the spotlight was Victor.
Director Paul McGuigan 
seemed to want to show us 
a more human side to those 
involved, instead of just the 
mad scientists we have all heard 
about. He succeeded in that, as 
I felt myself sympathizing with 
Victor even as his decisions 
became more and more 
irrational. Even though I knew 
how it was all going to end, I 
was still on his side. The focus 
on him as a person, instead of 
him as a mad scientist, made 
for a more intriguing story.
While the actors are 
excellent in their roles, I 
found myself questioning how 
necessary the key players in all 
this are. Alongside Victor and 
Igor are Lorelei (Jessica Brown 
Findlay), Igor’s love interest; 
Inspector Turpin (Andrew Scott), 
the incredibly religious Scotland 
Yard inspector looking into 
Victor’s questionable activities; 
and Finnegan (Freddie Fox), a 
fellow classmate of Victor’s who 
is more than willing to throw 
money at Victor’s projects. All 
these people are unique in their 
own right, but that feels lost 
in pursuit of the main story. 
They feel flat, acting only in the 
interest of fueling the plot.
 Even so, I was pretty 
invested in this film from 
beginning to end. I, like most 
of us, already knew the story, 
but was excited to see it reborn 
for a modern audience. There 
was a bit of disappointment as 
it didn’t follow Mary Shelley’s 
vision as completely as it could, 
feeling more like a prequel 
than anything. The questions 
of immortality and whether we 
should bring the dead back to 
life are critical to the story and 
didn’t fade to the background 
with this new rendition. Even 
while I held troubled thoughts 
on these topics, I still celebrated 
Victor and Igor’s breakthroughs. 
The viewer is forced to consider 
their stance on this, as characters 
around the protagonists 
begin to question them too. 
In the end, Victor 
Frankenstein provided enough 
gritty humour, action, and 
likeable characters to make for a 
satisfying story. As movies go, I 
don’t really think it’s necessary to 
see on the big screen. If you want 
a primer on a well-known story 
though, or are a fan of British 
actors, Victor Frankenstein is a 
great way to fill an evening.
 ‘Victor Frankenstein’ movie review
A monster in human form
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
Benjamin Howard
Columnist
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Flick on a light. This simple act is made possible by 
an extremely complex array 
of systems that brought the 
power from its raw source right 
to your fingertips. But to you, 
it’s as simple as a switch.
Power Grid is an economics-
based game for 2–6 players 
designed by Friedemann Friese 
and published by Rio Grande 
Games in 2004. Players build 
homes across the map and 
power stations to supply the 
homes with electricity. The more 
homes you power, the more 
money you make and the more 
you can expand your grid. The 
first player to grow their grid 
to a predetermined size wins.
The economics system is one 
of the best representations of a 
supply and demand economy. 
Players need to buy resources 
such as coal, oil, rubbish, and 
uranium in order to power 
their power plants. The more 
players buy, the more expensive 
resources become. This forces 
players to consider what kind 
of power plants to purchase 
since some plants provide 
more energy for a cheaper cost, 
while others use wind power 
to supply fewer homes without 
spending resources, while 
other plants may be underused 
by the rest of the players, 
making resources plentiful.
The game isn’t short—I 
played for about three hours. 
But the structure of the rounds 
keeps each player engaged and 
the system for developing turn 
order gives weaker players an 
advantage and keeps the game 
close. Unlike other European 
games, there isn’t a tallying 
phase at the end of the game, 
so once the game ends you 
know the winner right away.
There are several 
expansions for Power Grid, 
but they don’t change a lot of 
fundamental gameplay and 
just provide new maps. You 
can build the infrastructure of 
America, Russia, Japan, Brazil, 
and many other nations.
There is a reason 
BoardGameGeek.com ranks 
Power Grid as the 13th Best 
Game of All Time. Like flicking 
on a light, it runs extremely 
smoothly despite some very 
complex mechanics. This game 
provides a challenge to serious 
players, but is simple enough 
for casual ones, so I would 
recommend this game to anyone 
with a few hours to burn.
Chairman of the Board: Danger! High voltage!
 ‘Power Grid’ board game review 
We are in the era of reboots! Movies, television shows, 
games... it feels like every time 
you turn around someone 
somewhere is trying to grab 
you right by the nostalgia. But 
when you take one of the most 
iconic comic book characters of 
all time and try to reboot him to 
fit into the modern age, you’re 
bound to get some polarized 
responses. Thankfully Archie 
isn’t as much of a train wreck 
as I thought it would be.
Most comic book fans began 
with the old Archie books you 
could buy at the grocery store. 
The plots are fairly simple: they 
follow a typical teen boy as he 
tries to navigate the confusing 
waters of love triangles, friends, 
school, and family, with a couple 
of sight gags and one-offs 
thrown in for good measure. The 
reboot doesn’t deviate too far 
from that formula, though I did 
find it was a lot more linear than 
the old comic books. Author 
Mark Waid translated the 
old ’50s’ setting and aesthetic 
into something more modern, 
and it surprisingly works. 
Originally, the only reason I 
picked up this title was because 
it was illustrated by Fiona 
Staples, who is best known 
for Saga. Her unique style 
of semi-realism is extremely 
appealing and very clean. The 
art in Archie is commendable, 
and she managed to keep 
enough of the character design 
recognizable without having the 
characters themselves look out 
of place or like a throwback. 
Though I enjoyed Archie, 
I find myself wondering 
whether the reboot was worth 
it. Nothing has really changed 
beyond some surface level 
setting construction, and the 
fact I can’t find this book on 
the same magazine rack as 
the National Enquirer. Was a 
rebooted series really necessary?
I’m still on the fence with 
that one, but if you’re bored, 
definitely pick Archie up.
 ‘Archie Vol. 1’ review
Comic Corner: Redheaded reboot
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
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When critiquing a video game, to me it’s important 
to take every single factor into 
consideration, no matter how 
insignificant it might be to the 
average customer. The bullet-
riddled brainchild of Swedish 
video game developer Bertil 
Hörberg, the Gunman Clive 
HD Collection is a two-in-one 
port of the 2012 3DS action 
platformer Gunman Clive as 
well as its 2015 sequel, and 
for just $2 you can own two 
of the finest Nintendo eShop 
games to date, the length of 
the games notwithstanding.
Gunman Clive unravels a 
yarn that’s as simple and fun 
as the run, gun, and jump 
gameplay. During the year 
18XX in an apparently futuristic 
version of your typical Wild 
West setting, enemies from 
parts unknown kidnap the 
daughter of your town’s mayor. 
It’s up to Clive, a gunman of the 
Old West, to traverse through 
over 15 levels and save the girl. 
Gunman Clive 2, as it would have 
it, has the exact same story. The 
incredibly simple and cliché 
plot does the game nothing but 
favours, with the developers 
wisely choosing other areas 
to put their resources.
It’s clear right from the 
beginning of the first level that 
the aforementioned resources 
went straight to balancing 
the platforming action. The 
cardinal rule of making a 
platforming game would be to 
make it so that the only way 
to die is through human error, 
no cheap deaths or slippery 
controls. Gunman Clive follows 
that rule to the letter, with 
jumping and shooting coming 
easily to players, particularly 
those who have played the 
retro games that inspired 
it, such as Mega Man.
In a move that might be 
seen as an attempt to innovate, 
the second game in the 
collection includes levels with 
alternate gameplay styles, such 
as eschewing side scrolling 
for a third-person camera of 
our hero riding a horse in the 
style of Temple Run. These 
levels are acceptable, though 
I for one would’ve loved to see 
one or two pure platforming 
levels in their place.
The graphics, sound, 
and presentation convey 
the Wild West atmosphere 
perfectly. Every single level 
looks like it’s hand-drawn with 
pencil against a light beige 
background. The variety of 
Old West/Flamenco inspired 
music is a perfect companion 
to the rest of the game. For 
a truly old school adventure, 
Hörberg also released a one-
level version of the game 
for the Game Boy system.
Both games are excellent 
enough for me to personally 
overlook perhaps the single 
f law with the Clive Collection, 
but I’ll mention it anyway: for 
anyone who has played a video 
game before, both games are 
beatable in a single sitting. 
According to my save file, the 
first game took me 48 minutes 
to complete on Normal Mode. 
One can easily squeeze another 
handful of hours out of it by 
replaying both games on Hard 
Mode with the other two non-
Clive playable characters.
I’ve never encountered 
a game that was so short, 
so sweet, and such a joy to 
play for such a low price. 
It’s a no-brainer: for $2, you 
should check out the Gunman 
Clive HD Collection.
Pitch-perfect pistol-slinging platforming 
action for less than a toonie
 ‘Gunman Clive HD Collection’ Wii U review
Most Canadians know that Chris Hadfield is the first 
Canadian astronaut to walk in 
space. But Hadfield is a man of 
many talents. Not only did he 
serve as a commander of the 
International Space Station, 
he also has an engineering 
degree, is a former pilot for 
the Royal Canadian Air Force, 
is an author, and happens to 
be a successful musician.
Hadfield recently came out 
with an album, Space Sessions: 
Songs from a Tin Can. I would 
have to say that this is probably 
one of the most unique albums 
ever recorded, because not 
only are the majority of the 
songs about space from the 
perspective of an astronaut, but 
many of the songs were actually 
recorded by Hadfield in space.
The album itself contains 
11 songs, plus 1 bonus track. 
Many of these songs were co-
written with Hadfield’s brother, 
David. Several are personal, 
such as “Space Lullaby,” which 
Hadfield wrote for his daughter, 
or “Big Smoke,” a song that 
his brother wrote for him as a 
gift for his first space launch. 
The bonus track at the end is 
Hadfield’s cover of David Bowie’s 
“Space Oddity.” If you haven’t 
seen it already, you can find a 
video of Hadfield singing this 
song in space on YouTube.
Hadfield tends to favour 
slower songs on his album, 
though there are a few that 
pick up the tempo, such as 
“Ride That Lightning.” If I had 
to choose a favourite song, I’d 
be torn between two: “Jewel in 
the Night” and “Feet Up.” The 
first is a beautiful space carol 
that I imagine will be playing 
on the radio a lot at this time 
of year. The second is a fun 
little song about being in zero 
gravity. The first line of “Feet 
Up” really caught my attention 
with its humour: “Can’t put my 
feet up, can’t hold my lunch 
down.” It made me laugh.
Space Sessions: Songs from 
a Tin Can is definitely worth 
listening to. It is probably 
the most unique album that I 
own. Even if the genre is not 
for everyone, I think everyone 
should give it a listen anyways. 
The perspective is brilliant, and 
it gives normal people a glimpse 
into the life of an astronaut. This 
is something that you’ll want 
on your Christmas wish list.
 ‘Space Sessions: Songs from a Tin Can’ album review
Music from space
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
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 O Midseason reflections
 O Player of the Month
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INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 7-0 14
QUEST 6-1 12
LANGARA 5-2 10
CAPILANO 4-3 8
CAMOSUN 3-4 6
DOUGLAS 2-5 4
CBC 1-6 2
KPU 0-7 0
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 6-1 12
DOUGLAS 6-1 12
CAPILANO 5-2 10
QUEST 4-3 8
LANGARA 3-4 6
CBC 3-4 6
CAMOSUN 1-6 2
KPU 0-7 0
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
MEN’S BASKETBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
CAMOSUN 12-0 24
DOUGLAS 9-3 18
UFV 7-5 14
VIU 6-6 12
CAPILANO 4-8 8
COTR 4-8 8
CBC 0-12 0
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 10-2 20
CAPILANO 8-4 16
CAMOSUN 8-4 16
DOUGLAS 6-6 12
UFV 4-8 8
COTR 3-9 6
CBC 3-9 6
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American Thanksgiving marks a very important date for 
Canadians. Even though we’ve 
already had our fill of turkey and 
pumpkin pie, the day still remains 
relevant. It marks the end of the 
first quarter of hockey season. For 
sports reporters across the country 
it means one thing: time to crunch 
stats and make broad predictions!
When I look at Vancouver’s 
season at a glance, the term 
“mediocrity” comes to mind. 
As of Friday, the Canucks have 
a record of 9-8-6, with a win 
percentage slightly over 50 
percent. Surprisingly, that is 
amongst the best in their division. 
Much to the benefit 
of the Canucks, the Pacific 
division has been a cesspool of 
lacklustre teams that have failed 
to perform. Out of the seven 
teams in the division, five of 
them, including the Canucks, 
are among the bottom half of 
the league in terms of points. 
The Edmonton Oilers, 
having lost their prized rookie 
Connor McDavid to long-term 
injury, have seemingly resigned 
themselves to another first-pick-
in-the-draft season. The Calgary 
Flames, who defied statistics 
last season, have had their luck 
catch up with them; the hockey 
gods giveth and the hockey gods 
taketh. The Anaheim Ducks can’t 
seem to score and the Phoenix 
Coyotes are just too average. 
The Canucks are not without 
their own flaws, however. The new 
overtime format has taken its toll 
on the floundering fish. They’ve 
lost six crucial points in the 
overtime. Those six points would 
put them at the top of the Pacific 
Division with a nice two-game 
lead and put them on par with the 
rest of the top teams in the league. 
But alas their problems, 
as many problems in hockey 
do, overlap. The poor show of 
goaltending from the Miller-
Markstrom duo has resulted in 
the need for much more scoring 
from the aging offensive core. 
The Canucks, who have averaged 
three goals a game for the last five 
years, have seemed to make it 
work in years past. The difference 
was the quality of goaltending.
In 12 games in November, the 
goaltenders have given up 3 or 
more goals 10 times. Miller, who 
had an excellent opening month 
in October, struggled to keep with 
the heavy workload in November. 
It hasn’t helped that his backup, 
Markstrom, suffered an injury into 
the season. While his play time 
has been limited, it hasn’t been 
without good reason; he has a 
record of 1-1-1 with a GAA of 3.31. 
This has been a huge 
transition for both goaltenders, 
as Miller, who was injured long 
term last year, split games with 
Eddie Lack. Lack, who was 
traded during the summer to the 
Carolina Hurricanes, left behind 
a gaping void for Markstrom 
to fill. The youngster who was 
originally part of the Luongo 
trade, has had flashes of brilliance. 
Unfortunately, this year is not 
looking like one of them, as the 
new backup has looked solid at 
times but shaky at others. It is 
not surprising that head coach 
Willie Desjardins has had a hard 
time starting him over Miller.
Another thing that has 
plagued the first quarter of the 
2015-16 campaign is injuries. Chris 
Higgins and new arrival Brandon 
Prust have been hounded by 
injuries since the start of the 
season. Their veteran scoring 
presence has been missed by 
the Canucks, whose young 
roster has lacked leadership. 
While the Sedins have had great 
scoring success and are on track 
to come back to great success, 
their presence in the locker room 
has not always been the type of 
leadership that has been needed. 
Previously, the responsibility 
has fallen to assistant captains, 
such as Ryan Kesler, and Kevin 
Bieska. Now with both of them 
gone, I’d imagine the locker 
room is feeling a little empty.
Canucks first 
quarter review
 ‘Nucks trying to swim without sinking
Davie Wong
Sports Reporter
When we talk about images of women, we often talk about models. Historically, these models 
were nude women in figure drawing classes restricted 
to male students. Today, these models occupy 
billboards and magazine spreads. These models, whose 
likenesses are used for someone else’s purposes, have 
existed for centuries. These bodies are feminine bodies.
It takes three 
parties to make a 
woman into an image: 
1. the woman, 2. the 
image creator, and 
3. the viewer. When 
we often talk about 
images of women, 
these three parties are 
usually 1. a woman, 
2. a man, and 3. the 
patriarchy. Enter: 
The Gaze. This is the 
concept that images 
of women are made 
by men and for men. 
I do not want to 
talk about models. 
I want to talk about 
women making 
images of women for 
women. I want to talk 
about empowerment through self-portraiture. Enter: 
The Selfie.
For the first time, images of women made by 
themselves are available en masse in the public domain. 
In 2012, the feminist art collective Guerrilla Girls 
created a bus advertisement that read: “Do women 
have to be naked to get into the Met. Museum? Less 
than 4 per cent of the artists in the Modern Art sections 
are women, but 76 per cen of the nudes are female.” 
That was 20 years ago, but women artists remain 
underrepresented. According to the 2012 Waging 
Culture report, only 15 per cent of Vancouver Art 
Gallery’s contemporary solo exhibitions feature female 
artists. This means that even in 2015 it’s hard to find 
images made by women in public institutions.
Luckily, there is the Internet. Now women (even 
those who are not artists) have the agency to exhibit 
self-portraits publicly. Selfies are empowering snippets 
of art that play an endearing role in the formation of 
young women’s identities.
Self-portraiture is recognized as a method of 
empowerment for oppressed groups. For example, this 
year American artist Traci Molloy unveiled artwork 
made by 12 underprivileged youth at the United Action 
for Youth’s Summer Art Workshops. The art that came 
out of these workshops combined photography and 
text to create expressive self-portraits describing the 
youths’ unique experiences and identities. The self-
portraits are displayed in a public street. 
I do not see this project as substantially 
different from taking and sharing a selfie, 
except that these youth were given the 
support and resources to do so.
Erin Gloria Ryan from Jezebel said: 
“Selfies aren’t expressions of pride, 
but rather calls for 
affirmation.” Why 
assume that pride 
and insecurity 
cannot manifest 
simultaneously? Of 
course, many young 
women seek affirmation 
through mass sharing 
of self-portraits. But 
aren’t those women 
also celebrating their 
bodies and exploring 
their identities through 
art making? Selfies have 
been called a symbol of narcissism. 
So what? Narcissism and insecurity 
and public attempts at validation 
are just part of the human 
condition. I couldn’t be happier 
that those awkward human traits 
are being explored while freeing the 
feminine body from The Gaze.
Realistically, the history of the selfie does not begin 
in 2012. It is not a new phenomenon. It was happening 
in 16th century Italy during the Baroque period. At this 
time, Artemisia Gentileschi was the first woman painter 
accepted into the Academy of Fine Arts in Florence. 
Like everyone at the time, she was known for painting 
biblical imagery. Unlike others, she also painted lots 
of women doing wild stuff like committing suicide, 
playing instruments, and murdering men who tried to 
rape them. She also painted images of herself painting. 
She depicted herself as the established and respected 
artist that she was—an extremely empowering and 
timeless act.
Let me take a selfie  
The history of selfies as a feminist movement 
beginning in 16th century Italy
By Cara Seccafien, Layout Manager
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influence on self-portraiture, and her displacement 
of traditional notions of the 
female figure, have broadened 
the fields of performance and 
art, while also allowing women 
today to ‘seize the gaze.’” Artists 
like Sherman open the door for 
women to represent themselves 
creatively and subversively. 
Similarly, contemporary artist 
Tomoko Sawada explores 
gender, culture, and identity 
through 
performative photography. Like 
Sherman, her self-portraits 
employ costuming to challenge 
the boundaries of identity; 
however, Sawada’s work explores 
Japanese stereotypes.
In 2015, we see artists 
generating social commentary 
via selfies and self-portraiture. 
For example, Courtney Demone 
of British Columbia takes self-
portraits/selfies topless and posts 
them on Instagram with the 
hashtag #DoIHaveBoobsNow. 
She documents her body while 
she takes hormone replacement 
therapy, waiting for the day 
that social media sites begin to 
censor her body as her breasts 
develop. This interesting art 
project challenges the policing 
of women’s (especially trans-women’s) bodies. Other 
trans-women and non-binary people have also begun 
to share selfies with the hashtag #DoIHaveBoobsNow, 
creating an incredible archive 
of images of femme trans folks 
creating images of themselves. 
These images reclaim the 
patriarchal representation of 
trans-feminine bodies as objects. 
Would a project like this have 
started without the invention 
of front-facing cameras and the 
“narcissistic” rise of the selfie? 
Maybe not.
Mass self-portraiture is an 
act of community building and 
radical self love. As a woman, 
it is incredibly encouraging to 
be reminded that other women 
everywhere are taking ownership over their bodies 
through simple image making every day. Images of 
women by women can’t be anything less than a feminist 
act because they subvert The Gaze. Selfies are a modern 
feminist movement.
Sofonisba Anguissola was 
a wealthy Renaissance painter 
known for her self-portraits. She 
was extremely famous during her 
lifetime. Even though women 
were not allowed to study figure 
drawing, Sofonisba mastered the 
human form and portrait through 
self-examination. She painted into 
her old age, rendering herself as 
an elderly woman. Each image 
is an empowering depiction of 
herself the 
way that she 
wanted to 
be seen. 
In the 18th century in France, 
Louise Élisabeth Vigée Le Brun 
also created images of herself 
as an artist. After her father 
died when she was still young, 
she supported her family as a 
painter. During her adult life, she 
painted several portraits of Marie 
Antoinette as a devout mother 
to improve her public image. It 
was only fitting that she would 
be commissioned for this kind 
of work given her many self-
portraits that depicted herself as 
a mother and a painter.
Even if you don’t buy that 
18th Century self-portraits are 
selfies, you may have a harder 
time denying the selfieness of 
Francesca Woodman’s haunting film photography. 
Francesca Woodman was a young artist who took 
hundreds of images of herself with a film camera before 
committing suicide at the age of 22. The images are so 
creepy, honest, and depressing that one might feel she 
is stepping outside of the selfie genre because she’s too 
real. Don’t 
kid yourself. 
Francesca 
was curating 
these images 
just as you 
and I curate 
our Instagram 
feeds. 
Cindy 
Sherman is a 
photographer 
who has taken 
hundreds 
of images 
of herself 
disguised as various female stereotypes and caricatures. 
Feminist scholar Ashley Farmer said: “Sherman’s 
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The Player of the Month for November is Matt Santema! 
In the first half of the volleyball 
season Matt has been essential 
to his team’s success. At the end 
of week 6 of PACWEST action, 
Matt is ranked 6th in average 
blocks per set, 12th in average 
kills per set, and 11th in average 
total offensive stats per set. On 
the team, Santema leads the 
team in numbers in offensive 
stats in 3 out of 4 categories.  
This year is Santema’s third 
year of play for the Royals. 
He dominates the game from 
his position of outside hitter. 
However, his career in volleyball 
was not always apparent. 
Much like his teammates, 
Matt started playing a little 
after he got into high school. 
At the time, he played a 
variety of other sports, including 
soccer, lacrosse, and basketball, 
all at a competitive level. When 
he began playing, he immediately 
started his career strongly. After 
his first year of competitive play, 
he was invited to a provincial 
level camp, eventually making 
the provincial team the following 
years. His decision to make the 
complete transition to volleyball 
was aided by the welcoming 
community of players and 
coaches, but Matt credits the 
start of his career to his mom. 
He fondly recalls the 
first time he was invited to a 
training camp with high level 
players. Originally, he was 
hesitant and reluctant to go to 
the camp but his mom would 
have none of that. She made 
sure that he attended, much to 
his disdain at the time. By the 
time he came home, he was 
in love with the game and it 
was all he could talk about. 
Santema’s work ethic has 
also been a huge part of the role 
he plays on the team. Co-captain 
Nick Lightfoot describes Matt 
as “an intense guy that doesn’t 
make errors. He racks up the kills 
on the court and is one of the 
most emotionally stable players, 
which is huge as it helps settle 
the team down when we need it.”
Off the court, Matt is known 
for his fun yet selfless personality. 
Co-captain Angus Ireland 
describes him as “a selfless 
teammates who brings a funny 
and fiery attitude to anything 
he does.” He also contributes to 
his community by helping coach 
club volleyball in his free time. 
This year, Santema hopes 
to help the team go to and win 
Nationals in front of his friends 
and family. At the moment, he 
has no plans as to whether he 
will continue playing after his 
college career. While he hopes 
he can continue playing at the 
same level, he would only pursue 
it if the opportunity is right. 
Outside of the game, Matt 
is enrolled in the Bachelor of 
Business Administration program 
with an emphasis on Accounting. 
Player of the Month 
 Spotlight on men’s volleyball’s Matt Santema
Davie Wong
Sports Reporter
It has not been a good start for the men’s basketball. It 
isn’t easy for any team to come 
back from 0-5 to start a season. 
But the road to redemption was 
off to a good start last week 
as the team picked up their 
first two wins of the season.  
Previously, when asked 
about what his team could 
be doing better to win, coach 
Denis Beausoleil often referred 
to various aspects of the team’s 
play that were key to the loss. 
Recently, in an interview with 
the Other Press, he further 
explained the way his team 
plays and how he tries to fix 
things when they lose.  
“After we lost the first 
five games, I went back and 
watched them all again to see 
what the trend was… I realized 
after re-watching all the game 
tapes that we were executing 
the plans we had made pretty 
well, but because of how much 
we had changed, I realized that 
we would need much more 
time to adapt to those changes 
than I had originally thought.”
 The stats backed up what 
he thought as well. Although 
the men played an intense 
pre-season with over 15 
matchups, not many of those 
games resulted in a learning 
experience. Typically, when 
things work, they don’t need 
to be changed. With the new 
strategy being implemented 
by Beausoleil, fine tuning was 
much needed, and winning pre-
season games did not provide 
the data needed to see what 
the holes were in the strategy.
Now that the regular 
season has started, Beausoleil 
now has an abundance of 
data to work with, and that is 
where he excels. One of the 
most unique factors about the 
way Beausoleil coaches is the 
emphasis he puts on game data. 
While the scorekeepers keep 
track of essential data, there is 
not enough depth to the data 
that they track. That is why the 
sole job of Beausoleil’s assistant 
coach, Jacques Beausoleil, 
during games is to track specific 
statistics that the team wants 
to closely monitor. Using the 
data, Denis is able to gain an 
understanding of what is and 
isn’t working for his team. 
“I think every great 
team has an identity. I think 
our identity is our outside 
shooting but we need to 
balance it with inside scoring.” 
Beausoleil stresses improving 
their balance in scoring to 
avoid being predictable. 
With the two wins in the 
books, the team is headed 
towards the stagnant month of 
December. While continuing 
their winning momentum 
from the last couple games 
in November to the start of 
January seems improbable, 
Beausoleil hopes to do just that. 
Beausoleil has scheduled 
friendly games throughout 
the break month. He firmly 
believes that the tempo of 
practice and the level of effort 
will be the factors that carry 
over into the next year. 
One of the small positives 
that have come out of the 
season so far is the team’s 
ability to stay healthy. While 
the regular nagging injuries 
have been present, they’ve been 
minimal. Beausoleil has made 
a strong effort to keep his team 
healthy, both physically and 
mentally. “I am cognizant of 
the players’ wear and tear, and 
their physical breakdown. I am 
also aware of their mental and 
emotional breakdown. I am 
cognizant of how much stress 
we put our athletes under and 
I make sure that it is never too 
much.” The goal in that regard 
for Denis is to make sure his 
team goes into the playoffs, 
“healthy, rested, and happy.”
Regardless of the start, the 
team’s goal remains the same. 
Make it to Nationals. It has 
been their goal for a number 
of years, and Beausoleil doesn’t 
see it changing anytime soon. 
He recognizes the massive 
amount of work that the team 
will need to put in to make it 
there, but he firmly believes 
that if they take it one game at 
a time, they have a real good 
shot of making it this year.
Whatever the results, 
Beausoleil is aware of just how 
hard his coaching staff works 
to give the players the best 
chances for success. “The more 
an assistant does, the better. 
If they have a strength, I make 
sure they have an opportunity 
to apply that to the team… 
It’s too much work for a head 
coach to do everything. It’s 
so inefficient that you’re 
actually doing a disservice to 
the athletes. The difference 
in perspective is so important 
to the players so they get a 
broader range of experience.” 
He also recognizes the 
incredible work done by the 
support staff for the team: “Jake 
Elder and Alvin Tseng have 
made sure our team is fit and 
healthy.” But it is one of the 
newest additions to the support 
staff who has had arguably the 
greatest impact, “Dani Wilson 
is 0ur Mental Performance 
Coach. She comes in, works 
with the team on the mental 
sides of things and helps them 
prepare week to week. It’s been 
tough losing after having such a 
dominating pre-season but she’s 
helped us keep things going”. 
In closing, Denis mentioned 
how important the fans have 
been to the team. “It’s nice to 
see fans come out to support 
us. The other Douglas athletic 
teams have been great about 
coming out to our home games 
to support us and the energy 
they bring is much appreciated.” 
The men will continue their 
regular season campaign 
in January as they close the 
book on an eventful 2015.
Midseason reflections
 Sitting down with men’s basketball coach Denis Beausoleil
Davie Wong
Sports Reporter
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Life & StyLe
This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Brittney MacDonald, Life & Style Editor
                       lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
 O Beauty on a Budget
 O CBC Open House
 O Fashion faux pas
And more!
Exams are just around the corner, so students 
everywhere are holing 
themselves up and poring 
over textbooks. Here are 
a few quick tips to get you 
through your study period.
The biggest thing about 
studying is that you need to 
start early. You’ve probably 
heard this over and over, but 
it’s true. You won’t retain the 
knowledge you need if you 
only start studying the week 
before exams. Of course, that 
will be difficult at this point 
if you’ve left everything until 
now, but it’s not impossible. 
Just keep this in mind for your 
next semester. Something else 
to keep in mind is that you 
cannot do hours on end of 
studying without any breaks. 
You need to give your brain 
rest periods to really absorb 
what you’ve been studying. 
Getting a good amount of 
sleep is also essential. The 
brain cannot function properly 
without adequate rest, so 
don’t be pulling all-nighters! 
Don’t spend a lot of time on 
material that you know well. 
This may sound obvious, but 
students often like to pore over 
the material they know better, 
instead of working harder to 
learn the stuff that they don’t. 
When it comes to exams, 
it’s better to have a general 
knowledge of everything rather 
than a mastery of a few. 
Lastly, it is a good idea 
to figure out what kind of 
learner you are. Do you 
retain information better 
when you work through a 
problem yourself? Or maybe 
you need visual cues to help 
retain information? Knowing 
what type of learner you are 
helps you get the most out of 
studying because you can then 
adapt your study methods 
to reflect how you learn. 
You’ve probably heard a lot, 
if not all, of this information 
before, but the reason why you 
hear these tips over and over 
is because they really do work. 
Good luck and happy studies!
 A rough guide to get you through
Quick study tips
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
The Burnaby Village Museum, a replica village from the early 
1920’s populated by actors in 
period dress and actual 100-year-
old heritage houses, is known for 
its yearly Christmas celebrations. 
From now until December 11, gate 
admission is free, allowing any 
and all to enjoy the sights and 
sounds of vintage Burnaby life 
around the holidays. There’s a lot 
to do in the old town, so feel free 
to use this article as your handy 
guide to the best attractions.
Scavenger Hunt: A great 
way to tour the village. All guests 
are invited to search the village 
for images from the lyrics to 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas.” 
Many of these are eco-sculptures; 
think of the Lords-a-Leaping 
or Ladies Dancing as hedge 
art accentuated with recycled 
metal bits and you’ll get the 
idea. Some of these are hidden 
more creatively than others; the 
Calling Birds, for example, are 
routinely missed on the hunt. 
But if you can find them all, you 
can submit your free Scavenger 
Hunt card at the end of your 
visit for a chance to win a prize.
The Vintage Carousel: 
Carousel rides are always a fun 
way to spend the day with your 
children or younger siblings. 
Every wooden horse has a unique 
design and history, which you can 
read about on a new touch-screen 
display. Rides are $2.55 a pop.
Heritage Houses: For the 
historically inclined, the Museum 
staff is always willing to lead you 
on a tour of the Heritage property. 
Elworth House contains a “home 
for the holidays” evening wear 
display, which vintage fashion 
fans will appreciate. The rest of 
the village is made of replicas, 
not actual heritage buildings, 
but the level of historical detail 
is truly astounding. Everything 
from the drug store to the 
bank feels like it time-warped 
here straight from the ’20s.
Performers: There are 
many actors in the village, some 
of whom wander the streets in 
search of folks to entertain. There 
is a gingerbread clown with a gift 
for baking puns, a blacksmith 
who teaches the lost art’s history 
while making horseshoes and 
fire pokers, and, of course, Father 
Christmas makes an appearance 
for photo-ops with the kids. The 
live entertainment is lots of fun, 
and there’s always something 
new to see as the day goes on.
‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
Christmas Goose’: The village 
has made a long-running 
tradition out of Christmas plays, 
and Sherlock Holmes’ Christmas 
Goose is a laugh and a half. The 
cast sees Douglas College acting 
program alumni Levi Williams 
(and yours truly) joining forces 
with local actor Gavin LeClaire 
to bring the cast to life every 
weekend. Performances are 2:30 
p.m., 4:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
every Saturday and Sunday until 
December 11. Admission is by 
donation, no matter how small, 
but feel free to let your generous 
spirit show this Christmas season.
I think the meaning of 
Christmas has been lost in 
recent generations. No, I’m not 
talking about the idea of ‘Giftmas 
Season’ or the dumb controversy 
surrounding Starbucks’ coffee 
cups. Somewhere along the way, 
people decided that Christmas 
is the one day a year we should 
give a damn about our fellow 
human beings, rather than a 
reward for being kind year-
round. If you want to get back 
in touch with the sense of 
community and fellowship that 
the Christmas season can bring 
to people, the Burnaby Village 
Museum is a great place to return 
to the roots of the holiday.
A holiday heritage
 Burnaby Village Museum celebrates Christmas
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
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With the holiday season in full swing, many 
holiday events are taking place 
throughout Vancouver. There 
is the Vancouver Christmas 
Market, The Nutcracker at the 
Queen Elizabeth Theater, and 
the CBC Open House across 
the street at CBC Studios. 
This CBC Open House and 
Food Bank Day marks the 29th 
year that CBC Studios opens its 
doors to the public. The purpose 
of the event is to collect food 
items and raise money for local 
food banks. You will be able to 
look around the Newsroom and 
see how local CBC programs are 
made. On the set of CBC News: 
Vancouver, you can pretend to 
be a news anchor and do the 
weather behind a green screen., 
and on the set of CBC News Now, 
you can see the camera that is 
used to film the moving shots 
in the show. When you look 
around the newsroom, you will 
see a lot of people working on 
stories and preparing for shows 
during the open house. There 
will also be other things that 
you can do during the event 
that are yet to be announced.
Also, you will be able to see 
many people from local CBC 
programs including Andrew 
Chang and Johanna Wagstaffe 
from CBC News: Vancouver; 
Ian Hanomansing, Teresa Tang 
and Susana da Silva from the 
primetime editions of CBC 
News Now; Stephen Quinn, 
Lisa Christiansen, and former 
editor of the Other Press—
Liam Britten—from On the 
Coast; among others. You 
also might see various people 
from some of your favorite 
CBC shows including Tom 
Harrington from Marketplace, 
Hockey Night in Canada host 
George Stroumboulopoulos, 
Yannick Bisson from Murdoch 
Mysteries, as well as a dragon 
from Dragon’s Den. You 
can even talk with them! 
Throughout the day, local 
CBC radio programs broadcast 
live from Studio 700 and during 
the broadcasts they will give away 
prizes to anyone that donates 
a specific amount of money to 
local food banks. Some of the 
prizes that they will give away 
are a trip to Tofino, a chocolate 
tasting, a food truck street party 
with Mom’s Grilled Cheese, and 
an experience with the Vancouver 
Opera. So, when you go to the 
CBC Open House and donate 
to local food banks, you get to 
learn more about CBC, see your 
favourite CBC personalities, and 
be part of a Vancouver holiday 
tradition. The CBC Open House 
and Food Bank Day will happen 
on December 4 between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at CBC 
Studios on Hamilton Street in 
Vancouver. Doors open at 6:00 
a.m. with The Early Edition. Food 
bank donations are accepted 
between 5:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. in person, online through 
CBC’s website, and by phone 
by calling 604-662-6470.
 A Vancouver holiday tradition
CBC open house
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
This fall, my lips have almost been constantly dry. This 
means that my favourite matte 
lip products are out the window 
unless I’m fine with only wearing 
them for very short periods. It’s 
times like 
these that I 
turn to my 
favourite 
lip balms: 
Revlon’s 
Just Bitten 
Kissable 
Balm Stain. 
There are 
12 colour 
options: 5 
nudes and 
light pinks, 
3 bold 
pinks and 
oranges, 
and 4 deep reds and browns. 
This range should be more than 
enough to suit any skin tone or 
style. The colours are incredibly 
pigmented and can be built up 
to be quite bold. My favourites 
are Honey and Crush. Honey 
comes in a light, pinkish-nude 
package, which is deceptive as 
the true colour is a very natural, 
deep rose. This is a great choice 
for enhancing your natural lip 
colour, and could be worn with 
just about any makeup look. 
Crush is a deep raspberry, which 
is perfect for 
fall and winter. 
It can be put on 
lightly to add 
some warmth 
your look or 
built up to 
a nice, vivid 
colour. This 
is a very fun 
shade for this 
time of year.
Since these 
are balms, not 
regular or long-
wear lipsticks, 
they do fade 
away more quickly than those 
would. However, they are your 
typical chunky lipsticks, making 
them very easy to reapply even 
without a mirror. This helps if 
they’re wearing off or you just 
need some instant relief from 
the dry air. They’re incredibly 
moisturizing, and stay dewy on 
your lips without being sticky. 
Another bonus is that when 
they wear off they leave a light 
stain of the colour. This is a 
great safety net until your next 
application, or serves as a nice, 
standalone, more subtle version 
of the balm’s freshly applied look. 
The packaging is great. The tube 
is plastic and the balm twists up, 
so there is no need to sharpen it 
when you’re running low. I did 
find that all branding wore off the 
tubes that I own, which isn’t truly 
an issue, just something I don’t 
often encounter. The product 
itself has a light, natural minty 
scent in the tube, but little to 
no flavour or smell on the lips. 
If you like these, Revlon also 
has the product in a matte 
and lacquer version. However, 
these aren’t stains so the long-
wear factor isn’t as prominent. 
Although I haven’t tried the 
matte, I really like the lacquer 
ones, as they are very shiny and 
glossy without any stickiness. You 
can find these lip balms at most 
any drug store, and they should 
go from $8–10 when not on sale. 
To me, Honey is a definite must-
get for the current weather.
 Kissable Balm Stain
Beauty on a Budget: Revlon Just Bitten
Lauren Kelly
Assistant Editor
 assistant@theotherpress.ca
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They’re incredibly 
moisturizing, 
and stay dewy on 
your lips without 
being sticky.
Retraction: In issue 12/volume 42, the article entitled “Multicultural December holidays celebrated 
worldwide” mistakenly contained an editting note referring to the fictional holiday “Festivus.”
issue 13 // volume 42 life & style // no. 17
I did warn you that it was awards season, right? Well, with the 
red carpet rolled out and the stars 
ready to mingle it’s important 
they look their best—but what the 
American Music Awards (AMAs) 
offers is also a chance to be more 
casual, and show off their edgier 
side! Plenty of music’s finest were 
more than willing to do that, but 
there were also some fashion faux 
pas mixed in there as well, so 
let’s have a look at those misses.
We’ll begin with British 
songbird Rita Ora. Now I am 
normally a huge fan of her style, 
and the dress she wore to the 
AMAs was no different. That 
cinched waist and gathered top 
gave her an hourglass figure that 
most women would kill for—
and the canary yellow definitely 
flatters her skin tone. Her faux 
pas was that she wore an evening 
gown to a semi-formal event. I 
see this all the time, especially 
this time of year with all the 
Christmas parties people have 
to attend. If you’re overdressed 
you feel awkward, and you make 
other people feel awkward—so 
find out the dress code for the 
event ahead of time. And if you’re 
not sure what the answer means 
(business-casual, what the hell is 
that?), there are a couple helpful 
cheats. If you’re a woman, wear a 
cocktail dress. They pass for either 
formal or casual depending how 
you accessorize them. For men, 
use the suit jacket from the formal 
tux, and wear it with a nice pair 
of jeans or pleated slacks that 
are in a different colour. Having 
the different fabrics will prevent 
you from looking too formal.
Next up we have a faux pas 
everyone should recognize from 
late nights on Granville Street. 
Model Gigi Hadid, who is the 
step-daughter of music producer 
David Foster, somehow confused 
being edgy with showing a lot of 
skin. Now don’t get me wrong, I 
actually like Gigi Hadid and find 
that she usually looks extremely 
well put together (that’s what 
happens when your mother 
was also a famous model in her 
heyday), but this look is just 
too much. The lacing draws 
attention to the open front, 
which is fighting against the bare 
midriff and the high slit in the 
skirt. Had the outfit eliminated 
the lacing, kept the deep V, and 
been made as one piece, instead 
of separates, it would have been 
incredibly chic; instead, it just 
comes off a bit stripper-y.
Former Disney kid Zendaya 
had her own set of problems. I 
watch a lot of awards shows, and 
generally Zendaya is a standard 
figure at any of the shows geared 
more towards teens and young 
adults. Unfortunately, she seems 
to suffer from the same fashion 
faux pas with every single outfit 
I see her in. Case in point, the 
AMAs, where she drowned in this 
over-patterned, over-textured, 
pink monstrosity. I don’t think I 
can name one person this outfit 
would look good on. It is terrible. 
The outfit itself is bulky, looks 
uncomfortable and is covered 
in these over-sized pink flowers. 
As a petite person, Zendaya 
should not be wearing such a 
structured garment with such 
a large pattern—break it up so 
that the whole look appears more 
proportional. It’s really all about 
balance; since large patterns and 
structured garments look “hard,” 
balance it out with something 
a little looser fitting on top, 
not an even more structured 
blouse. If you want to wear two 
structured pieces, either make 
them monochromatic or have 
the pattern be very minimal.
 A look at the AMA red carpet
Fashion faux pas
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
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featured in the paper! 
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Gigi Hadid Rita Ora Zendaya
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How do we hold people accountable for their 
racist actions? Perhaps we 
can’t. Perhaps their racist 
actions are justified. 
Everyone is a little racist. 
It doesn’t matter if you belong 
to a race with privilege or one 
without; you are a little racist. 
The thing is, racism doesn’t 
always come out as hate, very 
often the solidarity we exhume 
is an act of boorish racism—
sure, it’s not oppression or 
violence, but acting like a 
whole coloured community 
needs your help is a brand of 
arrogance that sits on one end 
of the spectrum. I’m not calling 
you a racist, but I’m saying 
that if you are, that’s okay. 
Sometimes I wonder 
why there is that divide. 
Why one brand of people is 
so intolerant and the other, 
so righteous. Perhaps it’s the 
old way of thinking versus 
the new way of thinking. 
I grew up in a conservative 
Chinese family. My whole life 
I felt ashamed of the things 
my parents would say in 
Cantonese—out in public. They 
aren’t bad people. They don’t 
have an AK47 or a diabolical 
plan for genocide. They just 
don’t know too many people 
of different ethnicities, and 
those they do know have a 
history of taking advantage 
of them because they weren’t 
as well-versed in their “new” 
country. They see, they feel, 
they act—just like we all do. 
I don’t blame my parents 
for their behaviour. They have 
the freedom to say whatever 
they want and they aren’t 
hurting anybody. So how 
can I blame other people 
for acting the same way? 
The majority of my friends 
are Caucasians. In a way, I’m 
the token. I think they forget 
that I’m of a different race most 
of the time, which is why they 
are my friends. They rarely 
call me out and make me feel 
awkward (but they still do… 
rarely). However, now and then 
I catch them in a conversation 
where the topic falls upon race. 
I tend to sit back and watch 
them interact: talking, debating, 
and agreeing on what is a racist 
act and what isn’t. I wonder if 
white supremacists do the same 
thing but on a different scale. If 
that’s the case, don’t we all just 
create our own cultural norm? 
If we look at racism not as 
a thing to eliminate but as a 
thing to be accountable for, I 
believe we would live in a more 
peaceful world. We don’t like 
everyone, and that’s fine. To 
not like someone because of 
his or her race is okay. To not 
like someone because of their 
weight, gender, and other factors 
they can’t control is okay. But 
own up to it, own up to being 
an imperfect, shallow person. 
And allow other people to make 
the same judgement about you. 
We can never know what 
it feels like to be a different 
person with different challenges 
and upbringings. While you 
may want to call people out for 
being racist, your actions aren’t 
as justified as you think. You’ve 
happened to pick a side, just like 
how they did. Being tolerant 
of people means accepting 
that some people won’t see 
the world the way you do.
People have the freedom to 
be racist just like how you have 
the freedom to be righteous. 
If we start pulling freedom 
away from a group of people 
because they have a different 
belief, is that not oppression? 
One day I hope to be in a 
room with a group of friends 
of all colours talking about 
what racism is to them. I hope, 
then, we can still all agree.
 Does honest hate equal harmony? 
The right to be racist
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
Christmas is the time of the year when everyone focuses 
on giving. Many people donate 
to charities and help those less 
fortunate than themselves, 
because a big part of Christmas 
is giving to other people. It 
is a wonderful part of the 
holiday, but giving to others 
shouldn’t be something that is 
limited to this time of year.
Christmas reminds us to 
give to others, but we should 
keep this mindset throughout 
the entire year. It is not just 
during the month of December 
that people are in need. Yes, 
we want to give those less 
fortunate something nice for 
the holidays, but we need 
to think of them during the 
rest of the year as well. It is 
also important to help the 
special people in your life: 
your friends and family.
It doesn’t matter if you 
don’t have a lot of money or 
material possessions. Helping 
others can be in the form of 
donating your time to a cause 
you believe in, or even helping 
a friend move. Maybe someone 
needs an ear to listen. Helping 
others can take many forms.
Giving to others needs to 
be something we remember all 
year round, and not just focus 
on during the holidays. When 
Christmas is over, remind 
yourself that people still need 
help, and that you can give it. 
Altruism is a wonderful trait, 
and if everyone remembered 
that it’s in them, then the 
world would be just that little 
bit nicer for us all to live in.
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
 It is important to help others the rest of 
the year too
Christmas 
shouldn’t be the 
sole time for giving
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When I was eight years old, I 
was obsessed with the disaster 
that was the Titanic. While 
my peers were collecting 
Neopets, I was collecting 
knowledge on a ship that 
sank 84 years before my birth. 
My repertoire of knowledge 
exceeded that of most adults. 
The Titanic and the Syrian 
refugee crisis share a few 
commonalities, including the 
excessive number of scared 
people crammed into tiny 
boats, or them sailing into 
dangerous waters during the 
dark of the night. Yet the 
similarity that struck me 
most was the enforcement of 
“women and children first.”
The concept of “women 
and children first” in the face of 
crisis is one that ages back far 
into history. It happened during 
the sinking of the Titanic, and 
now it’s happening as Canada 
takes in Syrian refugees. 
Granted, Canada isn’t only 
taking in women and children; 
men are being allowed through, 
but under strict regulations and 
priorities. Essentially, men who 
are part of a complete family 
or are part of a sexual minority 
are being permitted, while 
single men are left behind in 
Syria or the dangerous seas.
Don’t get the wrong idea 
here—it fills my heart with 
joy that Canada is (mostly) 
accepting refugees with 
open arms. Yet how wide are 
these arms really open?
Why allow single women 
into the country but not 
single (straight) men? Is this 
supposed to be Canada’s idea 
of chivalry to refugees? These 
people don’t need an outdated 
and sexist medieval code. 
They need a home where they 
can sleep without the fear of 
being abducted, bombed, and/
or murdered in the night. 
Some have argued that 
this criteria for taking in 
refugees is a way to protect 
those most vulnerable in Syria. 
Yet I believe that everyone is 
vulnerable in Syria—that’s the 
reason so many are jumping 
ship from their home country to 
begin with. Single men have a 
greater risk of being recruited, 
whether by influence or force, 
by a violent group. Whether 
that be the rebel alliance, the 
nationalists, ISIS, or Al-Qaeda, 
there are no groups that have 
clean hands in this conflict.
By pushing away these 
Syrian men, we are telling them 
that as a man, it is their duty to 
be brave in the face of adversity. 
However, expecting men to put 
on a brave front consistently 
may be “honourable,” but it 
is unrealistic. The groups 
fighting in Syria have not fought 
honourably. So why should we 
expect innocent men to not be 
afraid? I’m certain that if you 
lived in a state where danger was 
as common as Starbucks, you 
would be afraid too. Being male 
does not exempt you from fear.
How does this acceptance 
process benefit Canada most? 
Sure, there may be gender parity 
amongst children and youth, but 
what about the adult population? 
It may lead to a population 
deficit between males and 
females. As we’ve seen around 
the world, vast differences in 
a population’s sex can create 
a problematic imbalance.
It is time we sailed away 
from the archaic idea that 
is “women and children 
first” and think of what will 
benefit the overall population 
best. Then we will find our 
way into calm waters.
We can’t live our lives in fear. Terrorists want to 
instill fear into us, and as a 
whole it’s working. In the wake 
of a tragedy, we can all feel 
that fear. We all sympathize 
with the victims, and worry 
about our own safety. What’s 
stopping an attack from 
happening here, close to 
home? The answer: nothing. 
Yet we all believe that there 
is a solution. We believe that 
if we can work together and 
put aside all our differences, 
we can fix everything. 
When people talk about 
terrorism, what I hear is a 
situation akin to a natural 
disaster. But instead of 
earthquakes, hurricanes, and 
diseases, we suffer the wrath 
of people, Mother Nature’s 
most notorious killer. We 
understand the shift of tectonic 
plates, but we have yet to 
understand these “people.” We 
want to fight them, but can 
we fight a way of thinking? 
Can we fight a hurricane? 
When I hear people talk 
about terrorism, I think about 
all the bad people in world—or 
merely those who we consider 
bad. I wonder what made them 
this way. I wonder how safe I 
am from becoming one of those 
people. How thin is that line 
from being the person running 
away from a bomb to being the 
person wearing the bomb? 
The media presents 
terrorism through the lens of 
fear and anger. And so we fear 
it and we are angry at it. Yet, 
we seldom prepare for it. We 
expect it to stop somehow, as if 
that tragic time before will be 
the last time. We all know that 
earthquakes are never going to 
stop. Should one happen and 
we are caught unaware, we have 
nobody to blame. However, 
when a terrorist attack occurs 
and we are caught unprepared, 
we blame the act itself. We 
don’t blame the earthquake 
for being an earthquake? 
Perhaps it’s time we react 
to terrorism as a continuous 
problem, one that is as natural 
as the movement of the earth, 
the temperature shift of the 
atmosphere, and our own poor 
health. We keep addressing 
terrorism as the terrorists’ 
problem—they are the ones that 
need to change. They are the 
ones that need to die, before they 
kill us. It is not their problem; 
it is our problem. If a fire takes 
place in our house, it is not the 
fire’s job to put itself out. It’s 
our problem. We need to know 
immediately what to do after 
the flame goes out of control. 
What I hear when we talk 
about terrorism? I hear us trying 
to solve a problem that has 
existed forever. People killing 
other people. It’s a virus that 
lives within our humanity. 
In one form or another, it’ll 
continue to happen. It’s natural. 
Terrorist attacks, school 
shootings, mass murders: to 
stop these problems is, in a 
way, to stop being humans. 
 A problem, but not our problem
What I hear when we talk about terrorism
 A criticism of Canada’s criteria for accepting Syrian refugees
Old ideals first?
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
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There are a whole lot of people in this world. 
Unfortunately, a huge chunk of 
them are straight up bigots.
Even in developed countries 
such as our own, there’s a 
depressingly large number 
of people who seem to take 
socially conservative values 
to their logical extreme, and 
they’re extra vocal on the 
Internet. For a young person 
who sees nothing wrong with 
same-sex marriage, knows that 
transgender people should 
be acknowledged as people, 
and believes that black lives 
matter, looking at the comment 
sections of online news articles 
related to social justice can be, 
at best, extremely demoralizing 
and, at worst, downright 
heartbreaking. The youth of 
today are making huge changes 
when it comes to inequalities, 
but this has been met with 
incredibly vocal opposition.
While it’s become clear 
that those who say “social 
justice goes too far” are either 
completely politically apathetic 
or bigoted in some way. I can’t 
help but feel that the presence 
of overt political correctness 
at colleges and universities 
in North America can have a 
detrimental effect on learning. 
That is, if it hasn’t already.
An alarming number of the 
public has a problem with the 
idea of “safe spaces,” and that 
seems incredibly silly to me. 
Not only is it silly because the 
allowance of safe spaces does 
no harm to those who don’t 
need them, but also because 
most of these detractors act like 
they are a current phenomenon 
exclusive to North American 
campuses. Safe spaces are 
everywhere, and have been since 
the dawn of time. When women 
are running from abusive 
spouses, they expect to be 
protected at a battered women’s 
shelter. When the religious 
go to a place of worship, they 
can expect to be safe from 
those who are intolerant of 
their views. If I ever want to 
attend a Narcotics Anonymous 
meeting, I can feel secure in 
speaking about my experiences 
with the understanding that 
no one will belittle me for my 
honesty. These are all examples 
of safe spaces, and I can say 
without hesitation that anyone 
who’s against any of those 
safe spaces is a bad person.
But to want to turn entire 
schools into one giant safe 
space, to me, falls squarely 
onto the opposite end of the 
silly spectrum. To completely 
abolish the discussion of ideas or 
concepts that have the potential 
to upset or trigger someone goes 
against the whole goal of post 
secondary education: to explore, 
to stumble upon as many points 
of view in as many topics as 
you desire, and to learn. 
In a more recent example 
of this, a 19-year-old student 
attending a college in Oregon 
was banned from the discussion 
portion of his humanities class 
by his professor. The reason? 
During the discussion, the 
student openly questioned the 
one-in-five-college-women-
are-raped statistic; apparently, 
this caused at least one other 
person to feel “serious stress,” 
in the words of the professor.
For those of you who aren’t 
aware, the statistic in question 
has indeed been debated 
countless times (response rate 
and the method used to acquire 
answers being some of the 
top concerns). The incident in 
Oregon happened in March of 
this year. I won’t go on about 
the prevalence of rape on 
North American campuses, but 
this man was doing precisely 
what he came to college to do, 
and he was punished for it.
At college, you aren’t 
entitled to shield out ideas that 
make you uncomfortable. Your 
comfort is a hell of a lot less 
important than the education of 
hard-working, paying students.
Happiness is not getting everything 
we want. Happiness is 
accepting what we have. 
We all want glory and 
success. As children, we dream 
of our achievements as adults 
and all the possibilities. People 
will ask what we want to be 
when we grow up and we’ll list 
off all the options: actor, athlete, 
astronaut, doctor, etc. At some 
point, we need to face reality; 
perhaps our childhood desires 
are not what we want forever.
Having a dream is having 
a goal. When you are young 
you have all the potential in 
the world. Nothing seems 
impossible. You can become 
a doctor if you want. It’s like 
buying a lottery ticket, and 
you are anxiously awaiting the 
draw. You haven’t lost yet. You 
haven’t won either. As you grow 
older, you might realize that 
you aren’t that interested in 
medicine, and studying makes 
you sick. Pursuing a career as 
a doctor—not only dedicating 
time and money but also 
excelling in the programs—is 
likely to be torturous if that’s 
the case. So I ask: is it worth 
it for a well-paying job? 
When we talk about dream 
jobs, we aren’t really talking 
about the job itself, we are 
talking about being successful 
in one particular field. The 
problem is that our society 
only shines the spotlight on 
certain roles, placing them on 
a higher pedestal than others. 
The CEO gets the spotlight, the 
lead actor gets the spotlight, the 
star athlete gets the spotlight, 
but we ignore the supporting 
cast. Rarely do children dream 
of being part of the pit crew. 
They want to be the driver. 
We want to take our 
interest and transform it into 
a lifestyle. The problem with 
turning hobbies and interests 
into work is that we turn 
something we enjoy—music 
for example—into something 
tedious. Putting pressure onto 
anything may often destroy it. 
And so it goes with dreams. 
We chase our dreams, 
but what we should do is 
chase our passion. Dreams 
are a fabrication, while our 
passions aren’t. Once we accept 
that, regardless of what we 
do, we’ll have to work hard, 
we can then hone in and 
identify what actually makes 
us happy—or not. That’s the 
thing about passion, it changes, 
and we can allow it to. 
It’s not a crime to give up 
on your dreams. We are lucky to 
have an opportunity to pursue it, 
so don’t feel guilty. Not everyone 
is built to climb Mt. Everest and 
to be stupid enough to believe 
you can without the hard work is 
irresponsible. Dream is a finish 
line. Happiness is the desire 
to improve and seek progress. 
Dreams just happen. Happiness 
requires work. Find work that 
makes you happy and that may 
mean changing paths now.
 The pursuit of dream may not be the same journey as the pursuit of happiness
Wake up and compromise
 The idea behind academia is to learn, not to make everyone feel at home
Politically correct policing doesn’t belong 
at an institution of learning
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
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Kris Kringle (often known as Father Christmas or Santa 
Claus), the keystone businessman 
and supplier of happiness for 
millions of children worldwide, 
has announced bankruptcy. 
In a stunning move that came 
just three weeks before his 
annual distribution, Santa has 
announced plans to dissolve 
his entire organization and 
retire to the Philippines.
“I just can’t keep up with 
the demand and production 
anymore,” Mr. Claus announced 
in a press statement delivered by 
Rudolph. “Those children want 
too much from me these days. I 
used to get away with delivering 
a couple dolls or trucks—do 
you know what those entitled 
little snots want now? IPads. 
PS4s. Little Tommy in Tennessee 
asked me for a 3-D TV. Do you 
know what it costs to build one 
of those in my workshop?” 
Santa went on to complain 
about the wage increases recently 
demanded by the elf union: “I 
used to get away with cutting 
costs by paying that race in 
glitter and cookies. But ever 
since Bernard in electronics 
watched Norma Rae, they’ve been 
demanding things like “money” 
and “breaks.” Do you know how 
much that’ll cost me?” (Mr. 
Kringle’s current net worth is 
produced by magic and therefore 
estimated to be infinite.) 
Economics aren’t the 
only factor hurting Santa’s 
business. Competition, a rising 
demand, and environmental 
regulations have also contributed 
to the decline of the trade. 
“The parents used to rely 
on me to deliver those hard-to-
find items. I provided overnight 
express delivery—and all I 
asked for was some damn milk 
and cookies. Now those fat cats 
at Amazon offer free express 
shipping—Mr. Christie be 
damned!” Santa paused in his 
speech to wipe whiskey from 
his beard. “And it’s not just the 
Christian kids expecting visits 
from me anymore. An increased 
secular and globalized society 
means they’re ALL celebrating 
Christmas. I have to go to entire 
countries I never hit before now!” 
Environmental regulators of 
Finland, Canada, the USA, and 
Norway—all countries Santa has 
claimed to live in before—are 
also on his case. Spokesman G. 
Rinch explained: “We’ve been 
on Mr. Claus’ case for quite some 
time now. Not only has he failed 
to release an environmental 
impact statement for his entire 
business, he has failed to comply 
with emission regulations for his 
sleigh, which he drives thousands 
of kilometres each year.” 
When asked for comment, 
Santa could only mutter 
“Thanks, Trudeau.” 
Children and naive adults 
worldwide are concerned about 
what Santa refusing his services 
means for Christmas. Fortunately, 
door crasher Black Friday sales, 
online-only specials, Christmas 
paycheque bonuses, and the 
omnipresent 24/7 availability of 
Wal-Mart ensures we’ll still have 
a good Christmas this year. Santa 
Claus may be gone, but Stable 
Consumerism is alive and well. 
 Modern practices demolish Santa’s workshop
Kris Kringle declares bankruptcy 
three weeks before the holidays
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Just when you thought Hollywood had run out of 
ideas, the genius writers over 
in L.A. have come up with their 
greatest idea yet: A male reboot 
of the hit movie Bridesmaids.
Casting has just gotten 
underway, though rumoured 
to be on the list of hopefuls 
are Shia Labeouf, Johnny 
Depp, Adam Sandler, and the 
hologram of Tupac Shakur. 
This film is attracting the 
attention of Hollywood’s A-list, 
and everyone is trying to get 
in on a piece of the action. 
We talked to writer and 
director Jeremy Banks about the 
minds behind this new movie 
marvel. “Yeah, it’s an obvious 
cash grab. Look, Bridesmaids did 
so well, we figured hey, there’s 
some more money to be made 
here. Practically every woman 
and their dog went out to see 
Bridesmaids, they’ll come out to 
see it again. Only this time, we’ll 
get the men to go see it too. Then 
you’ve got literally everybody. 
What could go wrong?” 
The male population is 
ecstatic over the newly announced 
movie, though none more 
so than Steve Prior: “I am so 
excited. I heard that Bridesmaids 
was absolutely hilarious, but I 
couldn’t watch it because, you 
know, it’s a chick flick. There’s 
only girls in it. I can’t watch 
movies featuring strong female 
leads or I start to question my 
own masculinity, obviously. But 
now that it’s all dudes, I can 
go watch it with my bros!” 
Groomsmaids Is set to hit 
theaters this Christmas, and 
though production is just getting 
started, Banks assures us that it 
will be ready by December 25: 
“It’s a reboot. We honestly use the 
same script, and just change the 
names and a few pronouns. That’s 
it. Hell, half the movie has already 
been shot.” Banks explained 
that Christmas is an important 
opening date, as the reboot 
appeals to all genders. “It’s gonna 
be that movie that neither of you 
really wants to see, but not the 
movie that either one of you really 
doesn’t want to see. It’s the Lay’s 
original of movies. Our money 
comes from bitter compromise.” 
With this being the first time 
an all-female-lead movie has 
been rebooted with a male cast, 
an obvious response has erupted 
over the internet from women: “I 
don’t really get what we should 
be mad about. It’s just a dumb 
movie,” said keyboard warrior 
Janet Bluff. “No one’s even going 
to go see it. It’s a reboot. I mean 
I loved Bridesmaids, but it’s not 
as if this completely separate 
movie is going to affect or ‘ruin’ 
it in anyway. That’s just dumb.” 
 ‘Groomsmaids’ to be a big hit this Christmas
Hollywood to create male reboot
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
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We normally don’t meddle in the affairs of… holidays. We sit in 
our homes and our Starbucks, living 
through December as if it were any 
other month. We atheists take no part 
in the wars of Christmas. Usually. 
This year was different. This December 
changed everything. It all started with 
my morning coffee. We delighted in 
the red Starbucks cups, and laughed as 
anger took those around us. “It’s just a 
cup,” we told them. Oh how wrong we 
were. That cup sparked the wheels of war 
that would consume us all, Christians, 
Jewish people, and atheists alike. 
And now we march. We march into 
the snowy battlefield of the North Pole 
armed to the teeth with logical fallacies and 
keyboard blades. Some agnostics rallied to 
our cause, though many remained in their 
basements, caring not for the troubles of 
religions. Before us lies a war that has been 
waged for ages. Behind us, our loved ones, 
unsure which holiday (or lack thereof) 
will emerge victorious, which god (or 
lack thereof) to pray to for our safety. 
The elves and snowmen have the 
remaining army of Hanukkah surrounded 
on Holiday hill. Explosive dreidel bursts 
ring out through the air, but for the most 
part it has become a war of attrition. We 
come to defend the right of the Red Cup, 
and we do not plan on taking any prisoners. 
The enemy spots us, and regroups to 
form ranks against ours. They best us in 
number, but there is one thing we have 
on our side that they have never faced: 
trolls. From every basement dungeon 
and every YouTube comments page 
we rallied them. Dull they may be, but 
they know how to fight viciously. We 
unleash the hordes into the very heart 
of the Christmas army, watching them 
being torn to pieces by the cutting words 
and unsound arguments of the trolls. 
We watch some ways back as the battle 
rages, though the tide turns against us. 
The armies of Hanukkah and Christmas 
have joined into an uneasy alliance, 
knowing that any holiday at all is better 
than none. They smash through our lines, 
and flank us with their superior numbers. 
Bodies of trolls and snowmen lock 
in combat, elves fight with tooth and 
nail. Dreidel bursts are everywhere. 
There is no turning back now. There is no 
god to save us. Waves of chaos convulse 
around me as a sea before a storm, and 
one wave comes crashing down upon 
me as a horn sounds in the distance.
 The atheists arrive 
The war on 
Christmas: Part II
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
With jolly ol’ December 25 coming around again, 
here is a list of things that your 
college going son, daughter, or 
friend is in desperate need of. 
Tuition. While a Christmas present 
of $2,000–$3,000 is on the steep side 
(and the other kids might get a bit 
jealous) keep in mind that the bachelor 
of arts degree they obtain by the end 
of it will be worth its weight in gold. 
Namely the weight of a single piece 
of paper. Plus, that minimum wage 
part time job they’ve been working 
for the most part of the prior semester 
has really only been enough to supply 
them with a 12 pack of Cariboo every 
weekend and cheap sushi every lunch. 
Peace. There’s nothing a college 
student wants more after a long 
gauntlet of finals than simply a little 
peace. This is free for you to give 
them, and the only effort needed is 
stifling any curious aunts and uncles 
from questioning them on how their 
semester has been. This means no 
asking about GPA, no asking about 
future job prospects, and above all, no 
asking why they’re still single. Between 
full time schooling and part time booze-
money-making, can you really expect 
them to have the time for dating? 
Quiet. After the turmoil of finals, 
and the relentless stress and pressure 
from deadlines and group assignments 
over the past four months, the best gift 
you can give a college student is the gift 
of silence. That means diverting the 
rowdy child-cousins to the basement, 
playing that Mariah Carey CD on 
volume level two, and maybe bringing 
them a nice cup of camomile tea if 
they haven’t already passed out. 
Sleep. Combine the last two 
presents to create this one. Additionally, 
you can supply them with pillows and 
blankets, though for the most part just 
giving them a few days undisturbed 
in their old room should suffice. 
Food. Once that college student 
awakes from the multi-day hibernation 
they very much needed, the greatest 
Christmas present of all (and most 
necessary) is a large helping of dinner. 
Be sure to get all the works—these 
students have just come off of four 
months of consuming nothing but 
ramen noodles, coffee, and discount 
day-old sushi. As an added bonus, throw 
in a brand new set of Tupperware, filled 
to bursting with your home cooking. 
A smart college student should be able 
to stretch that well into February. 
 Christmas wishlist for the struggling student
Things to get a college 
student this semester
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
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by Josh Visser, 
Contributor
issue 13 // volume 42 humour // no. 23
On the twelfth day of finals, 
My Professors gave to me: 
12 days of studying
11 night of worrying
10 fingers trembling
9 classmates crying
8 pencils breaking
7 days without sleeping
6 due dates nearing
5 coffee drinks! 
4 almost fails
3 empty pens
2 eyes of tears
and soul-crushing anxiety!
12 days of finals
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
Vancouver is known as a rainy city (suck it, Seattle) 
and as such there is one daily 
item that many Vancouverites 
will never leave their houses, 
apartments, or dorm rooms 
without: an umbrella. 
Unfortunately, however, 
not many who tote such objects 
seem to have any idea how to use 
them. While most are capable of 
grasping the idea that holding 
it—open!—above one’s own 
head creates a sanctuary from 
cold wet drops, there is a much 
larger and deeper understanding 
of umbrellas at work that goes 
unknown to many walking 
Vancouver’s damp sidewalks. 
Namely: etiquette. As soon 
as October and November roll 
around on the West Coast, 
Vancouver police and hospitals 
are up to their damp hair in cases 
concerning poked out eyeballs, 
hurt feelings, and the occasional 
fist fight resulting from bad 
personal space-awareness. 
To combat this, the RCMP 
has implemented strict laws 
enforcing umbrella etiquette 
on the streets of Vancouver. 
Those caught violating the 
new umbrella laws will be 
subject to fines from $170 to, 
in cases of extreme rudeness, 
a mandatory minimum 
sentence of 3 years in prison. 
“I think it’s great that the 
police are finally stepping up to 
do something about this,” said 
Vancouverite Beatrice Dryle. 
“Too many times have I been 
walking along the sidewalk 
and then some inconsiderate 
a-hole forces me off the walkway 
with his oversized umbrella! 
I’ve had it! Lock ’em all up!” 
Those looking to escape 
the cold, dark solitude of a 
prison cell need to follow these 
guidelines set up by the RCMP:
• Literally just don’t 
be a dick. 
Even with the simplicity 
of these new regulations, the 
police are sad to report that 
upwards of 350 people have 
been locked up or fined, even 
with this being only the first day 
of the new laws taking place. 
“I just don’t know what 
to say,” said Constable Rick 
Reamsway. “I didn’t think it 
would be this bad. People 
were hardly even moving their 
umbrellas out of the way as other 
people with umbrellas walked by. 
The collisions were devastating. 
I saw… this might be too graphic 
to say… okay, I saw someone get a 
drip of rain right down the back 
of their neck. It was terrifying.” 
Evidently, Reamsway immediately 
tasered and arrested the man 
whose umbrella had committed 
the atrocious act, though that 
brought little solace to the victim. 
The Vancouver PD hopes 
that the city will eventually 
clean up their act, but until that 
time they will continue to fine, 
arrest, and brutalize all those 
they see breaking Vancouver’s 
newest and most important law. 
This is a satirical piece that 
has nothing to do with any of 
the actual named parties.
 Vancouver issue brings changes to law
You can stand under my umbrella
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
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by David Manky, Senior Columnist
A documentary lm about rape on college campuses in the United States written and directed by Kirby Dick
and produced by Amy Ziering. Billed by the Sundance Film Festival as a "piercing, monumental exposé of 
rape culture on campuses". Indiewire described it as a "stirring call to action".New York Magazine advised 
parents to watch it before sending their children to college.  (90 minutes)
@DSU18 www.dsu18.ca
DouglasStudentsUnionTo find out more info vist the following:
Please join us:
Douglas College Women’s Film Series and Douglas Students’ Union
New West Campus
Tuesday Dec, 1st 2015
12PM - Main Concourse
David Lam Campus
Wednesday Dec, 2nd 2015
12PM - AB AtriumA documentary lm about rape on college campuses in the United States written and directed by Kirby Dick and produced by Amy Ziering. 
Billed by the Sundance Film Festival as a "piercing, monumental exposé of 
rape culture on campuses". Indiewire described it as a "stirring call to action".
New York Magazine advised parents to watch it before sending their children 
to college.  (90 minutes)
NEW WEST CAMPUS: 
Starts at 12 noon
Main Concourse, Tuesday 
December 1, 2015
DAVID LAM CAMPUS: 
Starts at 12 noon
The Atrium, Wednesday 
December 2, 2015
December 6th is Canada’s National Day of Remembrance
and Action on Violence Against Women
Please join us:
Douglas College Women’s Film Series and Douglas Students’ Union
Douglas College 
Women’s Film Series
